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- ALEXANDER MAINE 1925
THROUGH THE EYES OF LELA SCRIBNER

Mildred (Flood) Holst has loaned A-CHS
another diary so we can get a picture of what
life was like years ago in Alexander. Lela
kept her account in a little black book titled
STANDARD DAILY JOURNAL — 1925.
Inside the front cover she gives her phone
number, 153- ring 11, her height as 5 feet

and 10 inches, and her automobile as a Ford

with 17000 miles.

This introduction to the series of diary
entries will try to explain some of those
whose names appear in the diary, and what
their relationship were to Lela and to one
another. Alexander was a much closer
community in 1925 than it is in 2000. Some
of the families we’ll meet are described
here. We’ve put the year of birth in
(parenthesis) for some.

Lela Scribner (1871) was born Lela Crafts,
daughter of Hiram and Esther (Spearin)
Crafts of the Arm Road. Her husband Mort
Scribner (1865) was the son of George and
Charlotte (Strout) Scribner. Lela and Mort
had one child, Leon (1895) who was married
to Bertha Chandler (1895). Bertha’s diary
for 1940 was printed in this newsletter
between November 1998 and February
2000. Lela, Mort, Leon and Bertha all lived
together in the Albion Perkins house at 1288
Airline Road. Fred and Linda Wallace live
here in 2000. Mort and Leon had purchased
this from Raymond A. Perkins. son of
Albion and Rhoda (Crafts) Perkins in 1919.

LEON, LELA, and MORT SCRIBNER
TAKEN BEFORE 1920

Lela refers to Mort and Leon as “men” in
her diary.

Thed was Mort’s brother Theodore (1875).
He and his wife Ina (Perkins) lived at 179
Cooper Road. Ina was the oldest child of
Albion and Rhoda (Crafts) Perkins. Their
children in 1925 were Ivan (1903). Merton
(1905), Guy (1909). Ethel (1911) and Alice
(1920). Their first child, Carl. was born and
died in 1902. Irene McKain lives at 179
Cooper Road in 2000.

Mort had a twin sister. Alice, who was
married to Hiram “Hi” Staples and lived in
Baileyville on the Staples Road where they



had a large farm. They also ran The Lake
House and Bear Cove Camps on
Meddybemps Lake. Their only child, Louis,
died as a young man of terbuclousuis.

Thed also had a twin. His name was
Benjamin, he was married and lived in
Portland.

Thed’s wife Ina (Perkins) (1879) had several
siblings mentioned herein and listed here in
age order. Morrill married second Annie
Luella “Lu” Hunnewell. Alden married
Myrle Choate. Earl married Maude Brown.
Verne married first Flora Vining. Noland
married Gladys Johnson and their children
in 1925 were Ira, Elwood, Francis, Maurice,
Walter, and Merle. And Raymond (1891)
married Gladys Norton.

Neighbors across the road (1283 Airline
Road) were Frank and Ella (Lehan) Flood
and their son Clinton (1904) Their daughter
Edna (1895) was married to Burleigh
Perkins (1891) and their oldest child
Winnefred was born in 1921. They lived in
Woodland by this time. George and Ada’s
son Marshall also lived with them on
Cooper Road.

Floyd (1896) and Vira (1904) (Lehan) Frost
lived in the old Ben Strout place at 1329
Airline Road which Floyd had acquired
from Mort in 1919. Floyd was the son of
Edward and Dora (McGraw) Frost who
lived at 1437 Airline Road. Floyd’s brother
Justin and and his wife Inez (Lehan) Frost
may have been living at the Ed Frost place.

James Lyons (1859) and Robbie Lehan
(1871), both widowers, lived on the

Thistlewood or Lyons or now called the
McArthur Road.

Earl and Carrie (Dwelley) Varnum lived at
989 Airline Road, east of the Alexander
Cemetery. Their children mentioned in these

=

entries were Alice (1900), Vesta (1902),
Sumner Thompson (1904) named for his
Civil War Veteran grandfather, Adla (1906),
Albert (1910) and Bert (1914).

Mort Dwelley, Carrie’s brother, lived at 107
Cooper Road in the first house north of
Thed’s. His wife was Clara (Dunham) and
their children listed in the diary are Dana
(1914), Harvard (1915), Paul (1916) and
Marian (1918).

Gorham and Minnie (Henderson) Flood
lived at 185 Spearin Road. Fred Brown, a
blacksmith, lived up in the field across from
Gorham.

Last names are given in (parenthesis) for
those who are not members of the above
families if we know who they were.
Occasionally a word or phrase that I could
not read has been omitted. Most days Lela
reported the weather as pleasant. I’ve copied
only weather observations that were not
“pleasant”.

A number of the men mentioned in Lela’s
diary were members of the Alexander
Farmers Union. An article on that
organization with a list of founding
members is in issue 96. As I read this diary,
I was amazed at a number of things. First
was the commercial connections between
Alexander and Woodland and Calais,
especially since the Airline was not plowed.
When I read about Leon’s trips with wood
products, I had to remind myself that the
trucks of those days likely hauled a cord or
less of wood per trip. Second was the
working relationships that existed. Some
work was on a barter or trade system. This
seemed to be the case between Mort and
Thed. Other times people are working for
pay as likely was the case of Roy Strout.

Enjoy this journey into the past.




LELA SCRIBNER’S 1925 DIARY - JANUARY

1 — Thursday - 15 below, pleasant; Thursday; men in woods yarding and sawing pulpwood; Ella
called; Bertha and I called to Ella’s.

2 — Friday - 4 below, Friday; pleasant; men in woods hauling pulpwood; Burleigh and Ella
called.

3 — Saturday - 18 above, Saturday; cloudy; men in woods hauling pulpwood, Ella called,
snowing and raining.

4 - Sunday - warm; We were to Calais to see the Dr. about my neck and to see Jennie and son.

5 — Monday - pleasant; men in woods hauling pulpwood; Ella and (her granddaughter) Winnifred
called.

6 — Tuesday - cloudy; Leon to Calais in forenoon and woods in afternoon; Thed down in woods
hauling pulpwood; Burleigh and Elwood called; Bertha called to Ella’s.

7 — Wednesday - colder; Men in woods; Bertha to store.

8 — Thursday - raining; fixing separator in a.rﬁ.; men in woods in p. m.; Leon home with cold.
9 — Friday - pleasant; men in woods; Vira and children called; Ethel here to supper. -
10 — Saturday - pleasant; men in woods.

11 — Sunday - Cold; Hi and Alice called; we were all to Carrie Varnum’s calling; girls sliding;
Thed and Ina, Hi and Alice, Russell Perkins called.

12 — Monday - 5 below; men finished sawing Frank’s poplar and killed our little bull; Ivan
called.

13 — Tuesday - 19 above, snowing and blowing; Frank here to cut up meat, Mort to Fred
Brown’s Thed went home.

14 — Wednesday - 16 above and pleasant; Leon to Calais, took little bull to peddle out; Mort and
Thed in woods.

15 — Thursday - 14 below; men getting load wood ready for Calais.
16 — Friday - 8 below; Mort to Calais with first load wood for Mrs. Hayes; men in woods.

17 — Saturday - squally and 22 above; men in woods in a. m. and in p. m. sawing wood; all to
Grange; 4 above at 11 o’clock.

18 — Sunday - 8 below and some snow.







