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LOCAL BUSINESS: WOMEN AT WORK
A LOOK AT RURAL WASHINGTON COUNTY IN THE NINETEENTH CENTURY

Many moons ago Dorothy Robertson Kinney of 79 Miller Street, Belfast ME 04915 sent two
pictures and the School Register shown here. The picture of Isaac Edgerly was not sharp enough
for the newsletter. Dorothy had sent the material because of the Special Issue on the South
Princeton School District.

Dorothy found two connections to that
issue. First, Lucy A. Edgerly, (a daughter
of Isaac and Lucy, and the granddaughter
of Richard and Abigail (Bickford) Edgerly)
was Alwilda Edgerly of South Princeton.
Alwilda went to Bancroft Plantation
(Bancroft Plantation is located in
Aroostook County, just northwest of
Danforth.) to teach in the area known as
Smart Ridge and there she married George
Smart. George was a brother of Peter Smart
of South Princeton. The Smarts were from |
Scotland.  Alwilda and George built a §
house in the area and she lived there until |
she was 96 years of age. Alwilda “adopted"
Olive Brannon and she (Olive) married
Thomas Robertson. Olive and Thomas |
were Dorothy’s grandparents. Another
connection she found this issue was the
listing of Jacob and Nancy McLellan as her
husband, Basil Kinney, was a grandson of
their son Charles McLellan”.

I am always pleased when readers make
connections as a result of our newsletters. I
try within these newsletters to show
connections between people and events in
the past and to our lives. Thank you,
Dorothy, for finding the connections to you
and sharing them with us. And thank you
for the pictures. It was a slow process for
me to find a way to use the picture and . :
make it connect with more than family. Lucia Alwilda (Edgerly) Smart
Hope this makes the right connections!




SCHOOL REGISTER, FOR 1861-62.

By a law of the State, the following blank, ““properly filled up, completed and signed,” must be deposited with the
School Committee, or some one desiznated by the Committee to receive it, before the teacher shall be entitled to receive
pay for his services.

1. Name of the Town, 5 5 2 5 = - . ﬁ%w/ W

2. Number of the District, . 5 . . . . . uji‘g ..........................
3. Name of the Agent, ’ E . : 5 : - e Man%ﬂ.&é‘
4 Name of the Tcacher, . ) : . : d : J.Mf%
5. When the School commenced, . . . . . e s ..-231'»5{ .............
6. When the School closed, : . . A . : - Fhigid .30
7. Length of the School in wecks and tenths of a week, (53 days in a week.) . - VRS
8. Whole number of Scholars in the District, . 5 . 5 o ol B e 26
9. Whole number of Scholars at.tending School, : : s e i /4], e
10. Average number attending, 5 5 5 : : o B e R ol ,7 _________________________
11. How many in Winter School did not attend in Sunmmer, . : 2 2
12. Wages of Teacher, . 5 5 5 . . . com vl l_/],..f/ ................
18. Price of Teacher’s board per week, 5 % 2 5 TS .(.ﬁﬁ ........................

14. List of books used in School:

Arithmetic % sinleaLlrr cr; Grammar e e Moty R ithe

desecil, =
Reading Jeacner. Forudt s Tisal; Dictionsry bproonfong. . ; U.S.History, ..
Ocherdbookage . . . iic i i GG SNCGTIERE  Dosgui mt s oS O REREOE W o
I believe this Register to be correctly filled. > ; ;
4 (Signed,) %ﬁn&y&mf% ______ Teacher.

REMARKS.
The teacher will learn from tkagent the exact number of scholars haviag their legul sestSence in the district,
whether living at home at the time or npt.

The teacher will find it necessary to note the attendance and absence of pupils in helf days, in 2 memorandum from
which he will fill up his Register at the close of his school, reducing the whole to weceks and tenths.

To find the average sttendance, add the column of ‘‘days present,” and divide the sam by the whole number of
days in the scssion.

Caaracrer. P. D. I—Prxcrcaury. Deroxruest, Inrroveyeer. It is only recommended, not required, that teachers
kcep a careful account of the punctnslity, deportment, and improvement of each pupil, for the information of the Com-
wmittce, using such descriptive terms or numbers as they may pleasc, or the Committee direct, to indicate the character
of the pupils in the several respects named.

Male teachers reckon their wages by the month, female teachers by the week.

It is recommended that Teachers, at the close of each term, make a written Report to the Supervisor or Committee,
of the conditivn and progress of their schools.
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WOMEN AT WORK

Prior to the Civil War few occupations were available to women outside the home. Farm
women worked hard at a variety of jobs which we hope to address at a later time. The
following information has been gathered from census records. We must realize that folks didn’t
always give all the facts to the “government man.” Also some census takers did not ask enough
questions or record all the answers. Also I may have missed something in my research.
Therefore, additions and corrections are welcome.

Who were the women who worked in our area? What jobs did they do? How old were they?
How many years did they stay with the job? Were all our towns alike? Let’s look at the record.
The number in (parenthesis) after town is population for that year. All women listed were
single unless so noted.

1850 - The census records for 1850 listed occupations for men, but none for women.

1860 — Alexander (445) 1860 — Meddybemps (297)
Joanne Loverin, 19, teacher Nancy Allen, 26, teacher
Ella L. Bridges, 28, teacher
1860 - Crawford (274) Sarah A. Bridges, 20, operative
Rebecca Dirling, 23, milliner (wife) Mary E. Bridges, 25, teacher
Sarah A. Fenlason, 17, teacher Olive F. Bridges, 25, operative
Susan W. Newall, 24, teacher
1860 — Cooper (468) There were several mills in Meddybemps
Julia Burbank, 21, teacher Village. Sarah and Olive must have
Harriet Howe, 32, tailoress worked on one of them.
Abigail Sevey, 28, tailoress
Carolyn P. Cooper, 28, teacher 1860 — Princeton (626)
Helen M. Cooper, 26, teacher Amelia Bonney, 23, teacher
Lizzie Metcalf, 16, dressmaker
1860 - Baileyville (363) Martha Doyle, 33, milliner (wife)
Mary R. Anderson, 23, teacher Josephine Stone, 18, milliner
Angelia Anderson, 18, teacher Lucy A. Edgerly, 19, teacher — Alwilda!
Harriet Bailey, 20, teacher Amanda Greenlaw, 26, milliner
Mary J Hair, 28, dressmaker Mary J. Libby, 19, teacher
Priscella Kincaid, 20, teacher Lucille Trott, 19, teacher
Sophrona Kincaid, 18, teacher
Sarah Robb, 24, tailoress 1860 — Wesley (343)

No occupations listed for women

Many women are listed as “domestic”. Some are widowed mothers-in-law living in their
daughter’s homes; some are young women living with their husbands in his family home. And
some apparently have no connection with their host family except for employment. For
example, in 1880 widow Rachel Stephenson, 57, was a housekeeper for widower John Sears.
Now we will move ahead a score of years to compare occupations and names.

1880 - Alexander (439) Evalin Huff, 30, cotton mill
Annie Brown, 18, cotton mill Mary Stephenson, 18, cotton mill
Josephine Godfrey, 22, teacher Jennie F. Strout, 19, teacher.
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