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STAPLES ROAD, BAILEYVILLE, ME

This article is a collaboration between Robert Flood of 231 Staples Road, Baileyville ME 04694
and John Dudley, 216 Pokey Road, Alexander ME 04694. The people who have lived along the
Airline Road from the Alexander town line easterly to the junction of Route One have had close
connections to Alexander, Pliney Frost and John Dudley started working on this neighborhood in

helping with the history.

STAPLES ROAD RESIDENTS:; (standing left to right) HIRAM “HI” STAPLES, his son

LEWIS STAPLES, JOHN RYAN: (seated left to right) ALICE STAPLES, HELEN RYAN (who

would marry Cecil Leighton), and CARRIE (LIBBY) RYAN




The plan was to do the Airline homes first, then the side roads. That plan has been abandoned

and readers will need to place each neighborhood history in the proper place on this simple map.

When we finish, we hope that all the neighborhoods will have been properly documented. } Rj\ e
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Robert’s part has been deed research, recent history, some early history and E-911 addresses
which have been used to locate places on the map. We have included the book and page numbers
for the deeds. John has added census information on families up until 1900, and information
from A-CHS files, including notes from Pliney Frost. I want to thank Robert for his hard work
and patience in this work. jhd

(26) Alexander J. Hatt sold this land to Cecil M, Frost in 1969, (book 674, page 386)

Cecil M. Frost sold a house lot to Stephen N, & Nancy L. Justason 1978 (book 1031, page 157)
A house was started, but they divorced and the bank got the lot. Insilco Corp. sold the lot to
Mark & Cathy (Campbell) Seavey in1980 (book 1095, page 171) Cathy is the daughter of Steve
and Phyllis Campbell of 41 Staples Road, They finished the house and still reside here in 2001
with their children Michellene and Felicia.

(31) Helen R Leighton sold this land to Stephen & Phyllis Campbell in 1964 (B-598, P-100)
Stephen & Phyllis Campbell sold a house lot to their son and daughter-in-law, Stephen & Sandra
(Fitch) Campbell in 1981. (B-1135, P-72) They brought the Charles Murray camp across the ice
on Bear Cove and out the Staples road, adding on to it to make part of the house. They added the
front of the house and with their children Steve and Julie have lived here since.

(36) Cecil M. Frost sold house lot to Dennis & Jean Neddeau in 1977. (B-968, P294) (Jean was
Jean Hartford, daughter of “Buddy” and Ruth Hartford, granddaughter of Sumner and Themla
(Smith) Hartford, great-granddaughter of Edith (Harriman) Smith, and great-great granddaughter
of Fred and Clemina (Cheney) Harriman of Alexander.) Dennis and Jean built the house that is
now there and sold it to Richard & Ruth Treat 1987 (B-1466, P151), They live here at the present
time.

(41) Today this is the home of Steve and Phyliss Campbell, It is the oldest dwelling on the
Staples Road. Deeds trace this land back to J. Murray Hill and Grosvenor Downes, land
speculators of Calais. This lot was once described as being bordered by the Edminister Road
(Staples Road), Edward Flood’s, James Robbins’ and Hiram Staples’, Mathew Rvan is the s
known owner/settler.

The Ryan name first appears on the Baileyville census in 1830, indicating that Willia=— Rsan o=
1782 in Ireland), his wife Bridget (ca 1800 in Ireland) and one teenage son arrived = Towaship
Number 7 or Baileyville after the 1820 census, The 1840 census lists more children = the &l
including two sons in their twenties. Mary McGoldrick of Lakeville MN wrot= in 1985 tha:
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William and Bridget’s children were William, Timothy, John, Edward, Winnie, and Catherine. In
the 1850 census that has names listed for the people, we find two households with the Ryan
name. William and Bridget live in one home and next door we find John and his family,

John Ryan (1822 in Ireland) has a wife Mary (1830 in Ireland) and two young daughters, Mary
(1849) and Bridget (1850). Also living in the house are three young Ryan men, likely John’s
brothers, Matthew (1831), Timothy (1835), and Martin (1839), That William and John were
living in separate houses and next door to one another suggests that one family lived at the site of
the present house and the other lived at the site mentioned in (41B),
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By the 1860 census old William, son John and his family, son Timothy and his family, and son
(?) Ezekiel and his family all appear to live in two households on what we call the Ryan Road
above the present Woodland Cemetery, Of importance to this article, we find Mathew Ryan, his

wife Letitia (1833) daughter of James and Bridget Maloy) and their children Catherine (1855),

Letitia (1857), and Thomas (1859) living on this lot on the Staples Road. The 1861 Wallings
Map of Washington County shows M. Ryan at this place.

Mary McGoldrick stated that Mathew and Letitia had eight children, Combining her list with the
1870 census we get Catherine (called Cassie, married Matthew Mulhern), Letitia (married James
McGoldrick), Thomas H, Sarah J (unmarried, buried at Waltham, Mass.), William (died young
of typhoid fever), John (married Carrie Libby), Elizabeth (married Mr, Dawson), and Mary
Emma (unmarried, buried Waltham, Mass,).

Mathew Ryan transferred the land and house to his son Thomas H. Ryan and several others, In
1921 (book 355, page 97) Thomas transferred it to his brother John J. Ryan. John and Carrie
lived here and in 1948 sold to Cecil V, & Helen R. Leighton (book 495, page 521). Cecil
“Darby” and Helen were both Woodland teachers, Cecil was from Whiting. Helen was a
daughter of John and Carrie Ryan, They were the parents of John Leighton whose death is
reported elsewhere in this newsletter. She sold to Stephen and Phyllis Campbell in 1964 (book
398, page 100),
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During the time that Helen Leighton owned this,
likely in 1961, 62, and °63, Russell and Louise
(Richards) Flood and sons Russell, Richard, and
Robert rented the place for the winter months.
The family lived in the warm season on Lake
View Lane and rented in Baring or Woodland or
at this site during cold weather. After the blizzard
that we had over New Years of 1962 — °63,
Robert and his brothers used flying saucers to
slide off the metal roof of the two-story barn that
stood near the house and coast down the hill.

When Steve and Phyllis moved here, her mother
and two sisters moved with them, as did
“Waddie” Perry. The sisters were Corey who
married Steve LaPlant of Princeton and Mary
“Mickey” who married Mike White, son of
Calvin and Dorothy (Flood) White of Alexander. #&
Mary and Mike live on the Airline near the Weereasis SRS
Staples Road. RYAN HOUSE (2001)

(41B) Quite a distance behind Steve Campbell’s house, back through a series of fields on a long
ridge, is a large cellar hole, It’s found just into the woods at the south of the last field from the
house. We are not sure who lived there or if they used the Staples Road or the Sunset Camp

house lot to Gregory Reardon in 1979 (book 1078, page 234) He built the house there that is now
home to Greg, his wife Lynn and his children, Joshua and Lucas, both now college students.

(XX) An old map shows a Peter Staples here and an old deed mentions an Albert H. Staples. No
cellar has been found. There is a field here. Mary (Staples) Smith told me she used to take the
cows out there in the morning and back at night when she used to stay summers with Hiram &
Alice Staples. The 1861 map places Staples between Ryan’s and the Airline, however census
indicates that their home was farther out the road.

Peter Staples and his family first appear on the 1840 census of Baileyville. The 1850 census
gives us these names. Peter (1794 in Maine), Sally (1801 in Maine), Albert H, (1822), Rosina A,
(1824), Mary J. (1826), Henry A. (1830), Caroline E. (1834), John (1838), Velona L. (1842), and
George H. (1844). Was John W. Staples (1828) part of this family? In 1850 he was living and
working for the Hiram Knight family out near Route One.

By 1880 most of this family has disappeared except for John, He is now living on the Airline
Road with his wife Mary (Knight)(1832), their sons George (1863) and Hiram (1866) and
Mary’s mother Jane Knight (1798).







