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COBURN CARL CROSBY
DOWNEAST FARMER

Coburn Crosby was my grandfather, my mother’s father. His
ancestry can be traced back to Simon Crosby, an immigrant from
England to the New World. Simon, his wife Ann and his eight-
week old son Thomas arrived on the Susan and Ellen April 13,
1635 :

Thomas (1635) married Sarah Shedd. They had at least 11
children, including John. Thomas was listed as a minister. The next
generations have fewer details. John Crosby (born ca 1670)
married Hanna and their child was Jonathan (1705 — 1782) was
born Eastham, Massachusetts. Jonathan married either Hanna
Huckins or Martha Howard, or both and was the father of
Ebenezer.

Ebenezer was born at Mansfield, Connecticut in 1747 married Elizabeth Robinson who was born
at Falmouth, Massachusetts in 1750. They emigrated from New England to Nova Scotia to settle
on land that had been cleared and farmed by the Acadians. After the British defeated the French
in Nova Scotia in 1755, many Acadians left, or were forced to leave, their farms. The new
British government granted much of this land to farm families from New England. Ebenezer and
Elizabeth had several children including Edmund, born at Yarmouth, N. S. on February 18, 1775.

Edmund married Lydia Ring and had ten children, Elizabeth (1801), Zilpha (1803), Nancy
(1805), Nancy (1806), John (1807), Lydia, Edmund, Milford, Samuel (1816), and Lewis.

Milford (1815 — 1891) emigrated from Yarmouth, Nova Scotia to Calais, Maine where he
worked in the mills before going up river to Township 21 where he created a farm out of the
wilderness on the shore of Big Lake. He married Matilda Brown in 1844. Milford and Matilda
had the following children of record; Lucy (1847), Mahala (1848), Vashti (1850), Zilpha,
Milford (1851), Lewis (1853), John (1855), Ephram (1857), Rosebella (1860), Maude, Giles
(1864) and William (1866).

John (1855 — 1906) married Ida Cass and lived at TWP 21.Their children were Osborne (1879),
Lillian (1882), Ralph (1884), Etta (1887), Maude (1890), David (1891), and Coburn.

Coburn was born on March 9, 1894 and died at Cooper on June 15, 1948. He married Yola Lane
on April 10, 1915. They had five children; Audrey (1916 — 1967), Dale (1919 — 1998), Dyer
(1924 — 2001), Joyce (1927 — 1941), and Jane (1928 - ).

The following pages describe how Coburn earned money during the years before World War
Two. Dyer Crosby provided all the account books. The activity on Coburn Crosby’s farm was
not unlike that on many farms in this area during that era. jhd
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COBURN CROSBY - DOWNEAST FARMER

Coburn had come to Cooper from Princeton with a haying crew. He married Yola Lane, youngest
child of Civil War veteran Frank Lane and his wife Eliza Jane (Strout), “Nannie” to the family.
Living in Nanni¢’s house in 1931 were Coburn and Yola, their five children, Audury, Dale, Dyer,
Joyce, and Jane, and Nannie. Nannie was 82 and getting the veteran’s widow’s pension.

FARM and EQUIPMENT INVENTORY —In 1931 Coburn filled in the front pages of the
University of Maine Cooperative Extension “Farm Account Book”

Dwelling - $100.00 Light farm wagon - $20.00
Other buildings - $200.00, Heavy sleds - $10.00
Land - $100.00, Sulky plow - $50.00
Timber land - $200.00, ' Disc Harrow - $10.00
Cultivators - $10.00
Fields - 24 acres, Mowing machine - $15.00
Pasture - 10 acres. Manure spreader - $25.00
Orchard - 1 acre, 25 trees, Potato planter - $20.00
Woodland - 1 acre, Potato digger - $60.00
Waste land - 100 acres, Potato sprayer - $30.00
Blueberries - 14 acres. Brooders - $10.00

Cream separator - $25.00
Heavy harness - $10.00

He also listed the following equipment having no dollar value; buggy, light sleds, walking plow,
spring tooth harrow, hay rake, hay rack, potato horsehoe, milk cans and pails, light harness, robes
and blankets, and hand tools. He had 2 horses, 2 pigs, 105 poultry, a bull, 2 heifers, and 7 milking
cows. Here is his 1932 poultry account sheet.
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SYNOPSIS OF COBURN’S 1933 ACCOUNT BOOK

January — 5 trips to Calais
EARNED
17 3/8 cords P. wood 78.19

115# butter 28.75
42 1/2 dozen eggs 8.82
115.76
SPENT
COWS 17.80
hens 11.70
horses 11.70
41.25

February — 1 trip to Calais
EARNED

54 butter 13.50
21 % dozen eggs 4.23
4 bbl potatoes 4.00
21.73
SPENT
cows 645
hens 6.15
horses 2.40
15.00

May — 2 trips to Calais
EARNED

42 # butter 10.50
59 # butter 12.65
18 2 dozen eggs  3.06
41 bbl potatoes  28.00
spreading dressing 3.00
planting potatoes  3.25

work at SP* 12.50
72.96
SPENT
cows 14.40
hens 3.23
horses 12.01
29.64

September — 5 trips to Calais
EARNED

March — 2 trips to Calais
EARNED

June — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED

145 # butter 29.00
10 /2 dozen eggs 1.77
4 bbl potatoes 4.00

122# butter 30.50
4 dozen eggs 1.00
6 fowl 4.59
163 % bu blueberries 366.24
402.33
SPENT
cows 12.50
hens 1.70
horses 11.45
25.65
October — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED
83# butter 20.75
14 fowl 9.48
hauling cordwood 53.25
83.48
SPENT
COWS 2.00
horses 4.95
6.95

96 # butter 24.00
61 %2 dozen eggs 9.74
6 bbl potatoes _6.00
39.74
SPENT
COWS 15.55
hens 7.60
horses 8.40
31.55
April — 3 trips to Calais
EARNED
44 fowl 45.20
veal hinds 6.15
veal skin c1%7
140 # butter 35.00
61 Y2 dozeneggs 12.05
6 bbl potatoes 6.00
104.57
SPENT
cows 20.54
hens 4.75
horses _3.73
29.02

bull money 1.00
3 pigs 342
one cow 39.00
105.39

SPENT
COWS 7.60
hens 1.50
horses 5.95

15.05
July — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED

123 # butter 24.80
12 dozen eggs 2351l

bull money —0
27.61
SPENT
hens 1.60
horses 6.10
7.70

November — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED

92 # butter 23.00
milk 1.90
9 bbl potatoes 16.00
2 bu potatoes 1.50

bull meat @ 6cents 22.34
heifer (home use) 12.00

skins 1.45
work on road 101.80
186.99
SPENT
COWS 16.10
horses 1.65
taxes on place 70.99
88.74

August — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED

113 # butter 25.90
15 dozen eggs 3.75

bull .50
30.15
SPENT
COWS 2.00
horses 7.70
9.70

5

December — 4 trips to Calais
EARNED
117# butter 2925
5 bbl potatoes _10.00
39,25

SPENT :
cows 10.00

10.00

1933 - EARNED 123046
SPENT 310.20
DIFFERENCE 920.26






