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LOCAL BUSINESS ~ LOGGING
QUOTES FROM THE MACHIAS UNION COPIED BY AUSTIN GRAY

According to the Calais Advertiser of September 6 and 20, 1860 as quoted by Harold Davis in An
International Community on the St. Croix, “... Crawford, Cooper, Baileyville and Alexander were
towns where farming took up four months, logging took up four months, and loafing around ... the
remainder of the year. The towns were cursed with enough timber to destroy thrifty farming, yet not
enough to make prosperous lumbering. Young men grew up with an axe and pick pole in hand, and
after trying the sociability of working in large crews, or on the rivers driving logs had no relish for
picking up stones alone on a ten acre lot....”

SCENE FROM EAST MUSQUASH LAKE ABOUT 1900, FATON LAND COMPANY OPERATION

This statement was true of all interior Washington County, even Hancock County. The land was and
still is rocky. Farming in the nineteenth century did not produce much, if any, cash income. Logging
did pay cash and the economy was changing from barter to cash. Cash also could buy a ticket out of
here, to the pinewoods of the Middle West where the farms were quite rock free.

Twenty years later things had not changed much. The farms were still rocky and were just at the
beginning of the era of cash production. These cash crops were cream (for butter), eggs, and apples,
all shipped to city markets. In the woods, the big pine was running out, but spruce was becoming
king.



The following quotes give a picture of the activity. But, they don’t mention the crews that went on
ahead and built the camps and hovels, they don’t tell about all the leather boots and harnesses used.
We won’t learn about all the food the men and animals ate and the job of getting that food to the
woods camps. The cooks and cookees remain uncounted and unnamed. The choppers and teamsters
are counted but are unnamed. We will learn about crew sizes, the number of men compared to
draught animals, the number of horses compared to oxen. And with the help of a map, we can figure
where the logging operations took place.

Thanks, Austin, for all the copying, and for sharing your work with all of us. jd

January 30, 1883

ON MACHIAS WATERS ~ The following are the L
principal operators on the river:
Township No. 36; C. B. Albee with 7 horses, 4 oxen, 7 1
and 15 men; John R. Geary with 4 horses, 2 oxen, and / He & 3

12 men; Harrison Smith with 6 horses, 6 oxen, and 14 :

men; John Perry with 5 horses, 2 oxen, 12 men; / \Meackia §
Thomas McReavey with 4 horses, 4 oxen, and 12 men; . Rivev
Leverett Albee with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and 9 men; Wm. : s
Kilton with 5 horses and 10 men; and Gilbert Smith Vo s
with 6 horses, 4 oxen, and 14 men. 3¢ E
Township No. 43; Stephen Smith with 2 horses, 2 ' 37
oxen, and 10 men. ‘
Township No. 37; G. L. Harmon with 8 horses, 4

oxen, and 18 men; Leonard and Ellis Smith with 4

oxen and 9 men.

Township No. 42; Wm. McReavey with 4 horses, 4 oxen,
and 14 men; Morris & Sullivan with 2 horses, 4 oxen, and
12 men; C. Sullivan with 4 horses, 2 oxen, and 10 men;
and V. Dunning & Co. with 6 horses and 10 men.
Township No. 31; H. T. Gardner with 8 horses, and

15 men; Day & Co. 2 horses , and 8 men.

Township No. 30; Isaac Heaton with 5 horses and

10 men; Isaac Albee with 2 Horses, 2 oxen, and 10

men; Andrew Bridgham with 4 horses and 10 men;

Isaac Leighton with 4 horses and 9 men; Otis Foss

with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and 10 men; and A. W.

Bowker with 4 horses, 4 oxen, and 14 men. X
Township No. 35; Wm. Albee with 3 horses, 2 oxen,

and 10 men; Josiah Kilton with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and

10 men; James McLean with 6 horses, 4 oxen, and 16 men; Thomas McReavey with 4 horses and
10 men.

Township No. 4; James McReavey with 6 horses, 4 oxen, and 15 men; Robert McReavey, Jr. with
6 horses, 4 oxen, and 15 men.

Township No. 24; Charles Hadley with 4 horses and 10 men; John Heyward with 6 horses and 12
men; Hugh Dougherty with 2 oxen and 7 men; Hillman Allen & Sons with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and 10
men.

Township No. 25; L. S. & Zina Bridgham with 4 horses and 10 men; C. Bridghan & H. Palmer
with 2 horses and 8 men; Frank McLaughlin with 5 horses and 12 men.

Township No. 24 on Maine River; W. H. Foss with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and 10 men; Charles Calor
with 4 oxen and 10 men; Wm. Smith with 2 horses, 2 oxen, and 8 men.
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The foregoing is substantially correct. A slight difference may exist in some crews but not enough
to change the result. Whole numbers of men: 440; horses and oxen: 235. In addition about 100 men
and 25 horses and oxen are employed drawing wood and timber to the mills at Machias, Marshfield,
and Whitneyville.

January 30, 1883

ON THE NARRAGUAGUS ~ The Courier gives the following teams on the river this winter.

G. R. Campbell & Co. have in their employ the present winter eight teams as follows; Ray &
Adams with 20 men, 8 horses and 8 oxen; Thadeus Dunbar with 15 men, 6 horses, and 4 oxen; J. B.
Allen & Co. 12 men, 5 horses, and 4 oxen; H. W. Flynn with 8 men, 4 horses, and 4 oxen; John &
Seth Shoppie with 6 men, 2 horses , and 4 oxen; W. C. Farnsworth with 7 men, 3 horses, and 2
oxen; J. H. Farnsworth & Sons with 10 men, 3 horses, and 4 oxen; Davis & McLane with 8 men, 3
horses, and 2 oxen; C. & D. Schoppie with 8 men, 3 horses, and 4 oxen.

J. W. Coffin & Co. have six teams as follows: John Monohan, Sr. with 21 men, 6 horses, and 6
oxen; D. & H. Longfellow with 16 men, 4 horses, and 4 oxen; Bantlette & Sproul with 15 men, 4
horses, and 6 oxen; Charles E. Tucker with 14 men, 6 horses, and 4 oxen; John Monohan, 2™ with
11 men, 2 horses, and 4 oxen; Wm. F. Schoppie with 9 men, 3 horses, and 4 oxen.

C. P Nickles has four teams as follows: Joseph Schoppie & Co. with 7 men and 4 oxen; Leighton &
Torrey with 6 men, 2 horses, and 2 oxen; H. B. Willey with 10 men, 2 horses, and 4 oxen; A. B.
Willey with 10 men, 2 horses, and 2 oxen.

The grand total of the above is 221 men, 70 horses, and 76 oxen. The intended cut was less than that
of last winter, and a smaller force is employed; but should the weather continue favorable, the cut
will equal or exceed last years.

February 13, 1883

LOGGING ON WHITING WATERS ~

Stephens & Smith have four teams; Ira K Ackley with
11 men, 6 horses, and 2 oxen at Rocky Lake; Jones &
McFadden with 6 men and 6 oxen at Little lake; W. L.
Crane with 9 men, 4 horses, and 2 oxen at Tide Mill;
J. & J. McCurdy with 4 men and 4 oxen. They employ
about 15 men, 9 horses and oxen on miscellaneous rift.
The Tide Mill is turning out about 4000 long lumber
and 10,000 laths per day.

W. S. Peavey has one team of 6 men and 4 oxen on
lumber and one or more teams on spool wood.

G. & J. Bell have one team, 2 men and 2 oxen. Their mill is fully stocked for next season.

G. A. & N. Hall have two teams, by self with S men, 1 horse, and 2 oxen; D. F. Gardiner with 9 men
and 5 horses.

N. & J. Hall have one team with 9 men and 3 horses. The Messrs. Hall will put in about 700,000
long lumber, full stock for this year. Probably a dozen more teams are hauling miscellaneous rift to
their different mills. Men are scarce and business is curtailed on that account.

Owing to the excessive drought, Mr. Geo. L. Bucknam has not been able to run his mill this winter.
This is a winter mill only. None of the mills on these waters have run a clip this winter, a thing
never known to occur before.

March 6, 1883

Teams are starting for the woods lively. Isaac Heaton is in #30 with 9 men and 4 horses; A. H.
Bowker in #30 with 12 men, 2 horses and 2 oxen; James Reavey in #41 with16 men, 2 horses and 2
oxen; and Harrison Smith in #36 with 16 men, 4 horses and 2 oxen. Other teams are getting ready,
and the above will probably enlarge their crews later in the season.
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