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Jane Gerow Dudley

Jane Gerow Dudley died Saturday, October 25, 2003 in Fairfield, IA where she had resided for a number
of years. She was born in September 1918 and raised in East Orange NJ, the daughter of Clifford Cooley
Gerow and Constance Irene (Smith) Gerow.

Jane was a writer and a naturalist who lived for many years with her husband Jack in a rustic 1910 log
home on the shores of Pocomoonshine Lake in Alexander. During her long sojourn in her adopted state,
Jane wrote for columns in the Kennebec Journal, the St. Croix Courier, the Calais Advertiser, and the
Machias Valley News Observer. "Cabin Kitchen Receipts" and "Garden-in-the-Woods" were two
favorites of local readers. Jane and Jack were among the original contributors to the "Weather Report" in
the Maine Times.

Jane was the founder and president, of the Alexander — Crawford Historical Society. She and Jack
hosted monthly meetings of the society at their home. Jane always made soup for the noon lunch that
followed each meeting. She wrote and edited the A-CHS Newsletter from 1980 until 1988. This society
and this newsletter are a wonderful legacy that we have because of her.

Jane also was a poet and long-time editor of the Schoodic Chapter (Maine Audubon Society) Newsletter.
She also conducted School in the Woods for local children to help them appreciate the exceptional
natural community around them.

Jane Gerow Dudley was predeceased by two husbands, J. Edward Olson and John "Jack" Murchie
Dudley. She leaves her son, Richard Ragnar Olson, daughter-in-law, Emily Olson and grandson, Ben of
South Windsor, CT; daughter Constance Olson of Fairfield, IA; granddaughter Elizabeth Olson Padgett
of NC; sister, Lois Gerow Frankel of Hanover, NH; and numerous nieces and nephews; as well as two
stepchildren, John Dudley of Alexander, ME and Susan Strickland of Madison, ME and step
granddaughters Rachel Littlefield of Brooks, ME and Alexis Jones of East Orrington, ME.
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ALEXANDER SCHOOLS
By Pliney E. Frost
Part 2

Schools District #1 (1849 — 1870) Four Corners School
Items taken from Selectmen’s Ledger of Alexander. Editor’s comments in Italics, date in (parenthesis)
is for year of birth, nfi means no further information, and * indicates person already described. Many of

the descriptions are based on Alexander Vital Records compiled by Sharon Howland. Census records
and other A-CHS files were also used.

We can get a picture of how many children were in these schools by looking at the census records.
Sharon has typed these so my work was easy. In 1850 Alexander had 544 people of whom 192 were
school age. In 1860 our population was 445 and our scholars numbered 148. And by 1870 Alexander
was at 456 people with 156 students. As I type this in December 2003, our population is 514 and our



school has 85 scholars, a few from Crawford and Cooper. Different districts held school at different
times of the year, so children in one part of town might be listed as in “school” and other children not
having that designation.

1849 — June 22, Alfred A. Knight; to order for amount paid for schooling children in Crawford - $1.50
June 28, Stephen Billings; to order for amount paid for schooling children in Princeton - $11.84
Sept. 11, James Taylor; to order for amount paid for schooling children in Princeton - $7.40
Sept. 29, Caroline M. Cole to order services as teacher in south part of district - $14.00
Oct. 22, Amanda Tyler, to order services as teacher last summer - $10.00

Alfred Knight (born 1808 at Calais) lived in Alexander from before 1830 to after 1850. Stephen Billings
(1802 at North Berwick) married Rhoda (Pike) Bonney, widow of William. Billings lived at the north
edge of town, near South Princeton. James Hill Taylor (1807 at Biddeford) married Sam Brown’s
daughter Rachel and they also lived near South Princeton. Caroline Moore Cole (1829 St David’s
Ridge, NB) was a daughter of William and Eliza Cole and they all lived north of the Airline west of the
Huff Road. Mary Amanda Tyler (1828) was a daughter of George and Amelia (Caldwell) and lived
north of the Airline near the Crawford line.

1850 - March 29, H. P. Whitney teaching school last winter $52. 00 - Henry Payson Whitney (1820 at
Warwick, Massachusetts) married Ananiah Bohanon'’s daughter, Margaret. Besides being a teacher, he
was a Justice of the Peace and Town Clerk for several years before moving to Minnesota.

1851 - April 7, Abigail Loverin, teaching school $18.00 - Abigail (1830 at Calais) was a daughter of
Joseph and Harriet and they lived on the Loverin Road, now called Robb Hill Road.

Sept. 15, Charlotte Huff, teaching school $24.00 - Charlotte (1826 at St. George NB) was a
daughter of John and Margaret (Nash) Huff and a sister of Claudius who we will meet later.

1852 - April 12, Amanda M. Tyler, teaching $24.00 - See Mary Amanda above

1853 - Aug. 24, Susan R. Hammons, teaching school $7.00 - no further information = nfi
Dec. 16, Ellen E. (Wade?), teaching school $14.00 - nfi

1855 - March 8, Order in favor H. A. Staples $75.00 - Likely Henry A. Staples (1830) of Baileyville,
son of Peter and Sally who lived on the Airline near the Sunset Camp Road.

March 8, Order in favor Phebe Scribner $30.00 - Either widow Phebe (Scott) (1791) Scribner or
her daughter Phebe (1823). They lived across from the Cole family on the Airline.

Sept. 28, Order in favor Adelaide Smith $30.00 - Adelaide (1836) was from Milltown and
eventually married Solomon Strout, Jr.

1856 - March 20, Order in favor Charles R. Gilman $50.00 - Charles (1834) was from Meddybemps.
Aug. 31, order in favor Miss P. Allen $27.00 - nfi
Dec. 15, Order in favor H. P. Whitney (2) $5.00 each*

1857 - Jan. 11, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $6.00*

Jan. 29, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

Feb. 7, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

March 5, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

March 21, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

March 28, to order Abner Townsend, teaching? $47.00 - Reverend Abner Sawyer Townsend
(1833 at Calais) was the first child of Manley Butterfield and Almeda (Sawyer) Townsend. Her father
was Calais builder Abner Sawyer. Manley Townsend lived on the Cooper Road across from the Grange
Hall. Abner Townsend lived at the end of the Flat Road.

April 4, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

April 11, Order in favor of H. P. Whitney $15.00*

July 10, to order Charles Crosby, teaching? $17.95 - Charles Jourdan Crosby (1807) was a
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Jformer resident of Baileyville living there on the south side of the Airline on Farrar Hill. He married the
widow Margaret (Ward) Mosier and they moved to the Flat Road in Alexander.

August 27, Order in favor Adelaide Smith $36.00*
Sept. 27, to order Anna C. Townsend, teaching? $24.50 - Anna (1834) was a daughter of Nathan and
Emeline Townsend. How were they related to Manley?

1858 - Feb. 25, to order Charles R. Gilman $40.00*
Sept. 1, to order, Mary A. Chick, teaching $36. 00 - nfi

1859 - Jan. 31, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching, $ 15.00 + $ 10.00*
March 7, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $15.00*
March 24, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $5.00*
April 9, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $20.00 + $5.00 + $18.30 + $7.00*

1860 - Jan. 24, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $5.50*

Jan. 28, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $9.50 + 15.00*

March 9, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $28.00*

March 17, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $8.25*

April 4, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $10.00 + 7.75%*

Aug. 30, to order Amelia S. Bonney, teaching $24.00 - Amelia (1837) was a daughter of James
and Jane Bonney of South Princeton.

1861 - April 1, to order Abner S. Townsend, teachin% $50,00 + $5.10 + $17.40*
Sept. 16, to order Mary S. Herald, teaching $24.00 - nfi

1862 - Feb. 14, to order Henry P. Whitney, teaching and boarding $29.00*
March 22, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $15.00 + $7.50 + $6.50*
April 17, to order H. P. Whitney, teaching $4.00 + $5.00 + $21.00*
Oct. 11, to order Sarah D, Collins, teaching $6.00 + $6.00 + $12.00 - nfi

1863 - Jan. 24, B. W. Tyler, teaching $2.10 + $5.00 + $21.00 - Belcher (1815) was a son of George and
Amelia and a brother of Mary Amanda listed above. See introduction for more on Belcher.

March 16, B. W. Tyler, teaching $8.30- 48.00*

Sept. 4, Addie A. Strout teaching $45.00 - nfi

1864 - Feb. 12, H. P. Whitney, teaching $34.00*
March 8, H. P. Whitney, teaching $25.00*
March 26, H. P. Whitney, teaching $18.00*
Sept. 10, Emma Tracy teaching $27.00 - Emeline (1848) was from Baileyville.

1865 - Feb. 3, Thomas B. Townsend, teaching $38.00 - Thomas (1845) was a son of Manley Townsend.
March 11, Thomas B. Townsend, teaching $38.00*
Aug. 30, Emma Tyler, teaching $30.00 — Was this Elma Tyler? See Aug. 31, 1867.

1866 - April 4, Otis W. Gardner, teaching $78.00 — Was he from Charlotte?

Aug. 29, Eliza E, Strout, teaching $30.00 - Eliza (1845) was a daughter of Benjamin and Esther
(Bailey) Strout. They lived on the Airline at the corner of the McArthur Road and he had the Post House
or Stage Stop for the Airline Stage.

1867 - March 16, Ellen S. Ayer, teaching $52.00 - nfi

March 16, Abner S. Townsend, teaching $16.00*

Aug. 14, Eliza Godfrey, teaching $27.00 - Eliza (1842) was a daughter of Joseph and Rachel
(Morrisee) Godfrey. They lived near the Crawford line on the Crawford Road, later on the Arm Road
near the Huff family. Eliza died on June 22, 1868 and is buried at the Alexander Cemetery.

Aug. 31, E. A. Preston, teaching $36.00 - Elma Ann Tyler (1825), a daughter of George and
Amelia, married Charles H. Preston in 1854. Was she now widowed?

1868 - Aug. 15, Rebecca Godftrey, teaching $24.00 - Rebecca (1850) was a sister of Eliza.
Aug. 26, Rachael Russell, teaching $30.75 - nfi
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