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ANNIE SULLIVAN’S FRIENDSHIP QUILT

Last summer Ceil (Sullivan) Kirby brought by a friendship quilt that had belonged to her great-aunt
Annie Sullivan. The names on this quilt tell an interesting story. Ceil provided information about
Annie, some based on an interview with her Aunt Bernice (Sullivan) Hanscom. The first four
paragraphs are based on their work. Most readers should remember the characters in this article, or
remember our parents talking about these people. Thanks, Ceil!

A Square in
Annie’s Friendship Quilt
signed by
Mrs. Rhoda Morton

ANNIE SULLIVAN
1882 - 1971

Annie Sullivan was the fourth child of John [1848 — 1907] and Margaret [1853 — 1895] (Foley)
Sullivan. She was born March 10, 1882 at Cooper and died on April 23, 1971 at Hudson,
Massachusetts. The Sullivans lived on the Green Hill Road, their new (ca 1890) hipped-roof house still
looks down over Meddybemps Heath. The Sullivans moved from Cooper to Bolton, Massachusetts
between 1926 and 1930. Some family members, including Ceil, have maintained seasonal homes here
over the years. Recently Matthew built a year-round home in Alexander.

Annie lived at the home of Theophilus James Gillespie in Cooper (1910 census) when and/or after his
wife died. Nellie (Sullivan) Gillespie was Annie’s sister. Annie took care of the children, but left
because she felt Theophilus might expect her to always be there. Annie then went to nursing school at
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Nashua, New Hampshire. Back home, Annie cared for people with illnesses
and some quilt squares are signed by these people. For a number of years she cared for John Henry’s
mother. John was a well-to-do Lincoln, New Hampshire lumberman. This quilt likely was created in
1947 when Annie married John Henry.



Annie loved going to the farm in Maine during hunting season and hunting, sometimes with the boys.

She thought nothing of leaving work at night and driving her old Dodge to Maine. She always had her
bedroom, even if others had to sleep three to a bed. She sometimes would light the fire and stay up all
night writing letters to friends. She was held in high esteem by all the family and she never forgot her

Maine family and friends. She owned the farm in Cooper after the rest moved to Massachusetts.

After their marriage, John and Annie traveled around the world, and had a home in Ashland, Oregon as
well as in New Hampshire. Annie once drove by herself from Oregon to Florida. She was a well-loved
and remarkable woman.

The quilt is six squares wide and six squares long. We will read it as we would read a page in a book,
for this quilt was indeed a closing page for an important part of Annie Sullivan’s life. The names on
the quilt are listed below in bold print followed by brief editorial comments. All these people lived in
Cooper unless so noted. jd

Mr. & Mrs. Nathan Dodge and Family — Nathan and Syvilla (Sennett) lived off the East Ridge Road
at 28 Dodge Road. Their children were Melvin, Malcolm, and Robert.

Mrs. Lizzie Flood — Lizzie (Perkins) was the widow of Lincoln Flood and lived in Alexander at 731
Cooper Road in the home she and Lincoln had built.

Mrs. Rhoda Morton — Rhoda (Jones) was Will Morton’s widow and lived in the General Cooper
house at Grange Hall Corner. 441 Cooper Highway

Mrs. Hattie Howe — Ralph Howe’s widow Hattie (Clark) had sold her 193 North Union Road house to
Dale and Margie Crosby and moved to Mt. Desert Island.

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Frost — Earl and Clara (Gardner) lived on the Day Road, now called the Grove Pond
Road, either at site 10 or 97.

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Flood & Family — Raymond and Doris (Wood) lived in Alexander at 750
Cooper Road, across from his mother, Lizzie Flood. Their family included Russell, Bernard and
Maxine. Their child Paul [1928 — 1943] had died before this quilt was made.

Mrs. Mable Perkins — Mable lived at the end of Green Hill Road in Cooper near the site of the
Perkins Family Cemetery. She was Maynard Perkins widow. Later we will meet several of her
children.

Ben McArthur loaned A-CHS the 1907 Highway Commissioner’s Report. Copied in it were quilt squares

AUNT MALVINA'’S FAVORITE — EVERYBODY'S FAVORITE — MRS. FAY'S FAVORITE




Mr. & Mrs. Frank Keith — Frank Otis and Eva (Jones) Keith lived in Plantation #14 where Eva was
Cooper postmaster from 1907 — 1919 and the family ran the Cathance Supply Store. This building was
later purchased by Clarence Johnson and now belongs to his son John. Eva was a half-sister of Rhoda
Morton.

Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Cooper — Sam and Corice (Creamer) were closest neighbors of the Sullivans.
Their son Carleton still resides in the family home at 69 Green Hill Road.

Mrs. Mary G. Gould — Jim and Mary (Lowe) Gould had lived at 136 North Union Road in the teens
and twenties before moving to the Fisher House in Charlotte. Mary was a sister of Herbert Lowe who
we’ll meet.

Mrs. Maria Leland — Maria was born in England. She was the widow of William Leland and lived at
98 North Union Road near Dead Stream.

Mr. & Mrs. Carroll Chapman & Carolyn — Mrs. Chapman was Shirley Lowe, oldest daughter of
Herbert and Maude Lowe and sister of Eula (Lowe) Perkins listed below. At one time the Chapmans
lived in Pembroke.

Fred & Ethel Clark — Fred Clark, Jr. and Ethel (Dodge) lived on Middle Ridge at 223 Cooper
Highway, near the East Ridge Road. Ethel was a daughter of Joshua Everett Dodge and Ella
(Henderson) Dodge.

Mrs. Blanche Allen — Blanche was a sister of Ralph Howe. She had been married to Clarence Allen of
Edmunds. At this time she was living at 268 Cooper Highway, across from John Howe.

Mildred, Ann & John Howe — Mildred was a daughter of Will and Rhoda (Jones) Morton. Her
husband Lee Frost Howe died in 1944. Ann was the widow of Allen Howe, older son of Lee and
Mildred. Allen had died in 1943. John is the younger son and lives at 271 Cooper Highway, near the
site of the home in 1947.

Jessie Dowling — Jessie (Harmon) was Frank Dowling’s wife. They lived in Jacksonville, near the
school. Frank had been a teacher and lumber camp walking boss, Jessie did lots of sewing for the
school children and made costumes for the school plays.

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Perkins, Eleanor & Barbara — Ben Perkins was a son of Maynard and
Mable. His wife Eula was a daughter of Herb and Maude Lowe. They lived in a home Ben had built at
127 North Union Road.
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