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MISS IDA E. McPHETERS’ DIARY
JULY 1890

We continue learning about activities in the McPheters home on the Airline Road. Ida, who turns 25
this month, her younger brother Eddie, and their widowed mother Hannah (Bohanon) are still
adapting to life without their father and husband Joseph McPheters who died on April 7, 1890.

Above we see facing pages from Ida’s 1890 diary. The image is enlarged slightly from the original.
These entries are in pencil and we see that her handwriting, although small, was quite legible. The trip
to Cooper will lead to a job and romance. For now, turn the page to read a type-scribed copy of Ida’s
entries for July.



1 - Tuesday: Pleasant. I went over to Mrs. Tyler’s and spent the P. M., had a pleasant time. Mary and
Elma played and sang some very pretty hymns. Belcher Tyler died in 1889. His widow, Abbie
Bathshebe (Crane) and two of their children were living in the house north of the Airline, just east of
the Crawford line. Elma Amanda (1869) and Mary (1873) were Ida’s friends.

2 — Wednesday: Very warm. Eddie finished working on the road this forenoon. I have been busy doing
housework. Practiced some, and Mother ironed, and helped Eddie wash the wagon.

3 — Thursday: Pleasant in the morning, but foggy and rainy since. Mother and Eddie went to Calais.
They got home before two o’clock. I have been working among my plants.

4 — Friday: Cleared off. I went down to the celebration in the P. M. Was very tired when I got back.
There were quite a number there. Blistered my head coming home.

5 — Saturday: Rainy today. I have been busy with the housework. Practiced a while. Read some in the
Witness. Eddie lay abed most all the day. He stayed to the dance.

6 - Sunday: Peasant, but very warm. My 25™ birthday. I have been reading considerable. Played a few
tunes. Eddie was down to Uncle Jones. Willie was there. Hannah (Bohanon) McPheters had a brother,
Ananiah Jones Bohanon who lived on the South Princeton Road, about a mile south of the McPheters
place. Willie (1858) was one of his sons.

7 —Monday: Warm and pleasant. We washed and I picked a small mess of strawberries. Eddie built a
yard for the pig. I drove the horse to furrow some potatoes, after supper.

8 — Tuesday: Very warm with heavy showers in the afternoon. Mother went down to Uncle Jones’ this
afternoon. Eddie to the shop after supper, returned with a letter from Amy Bartlett. The shop
apparently was Charlie Brown’s Store where the post office was located. Amy Bartlett is unknown.

9 — Wednesday: Cool and pleasant. Charlie Hunnewell and Orin are helping Eddie hew a barn sill.
Mother ironed. I did the housework, practiced some, also read in the Witness. Charles Sidney
Hunnewell (1852) and his oldest child Orin (1873) lived on the South Princeton Road, beyond Uncle
Jones’ place.

10 Thursday: {now written in ink} Pleasant. Aunt Lizzie came up here in the forenoon and she and
Mother spent the afternoon with Rebecca. I have been reading considerable. Eddie has been hauling
fencing. Aunt Lizzie was Uncle Jones’ wife. Rebecca was Still Scribner’s wife; they lived in the next
Place west of Ida on the Airline.

11 — Friday: Pleasant. I have been mending, practicing, and reading. Called up to Rebecca’s after
supper. Carried up a plant. Mrs. Strout was there. Manly stayed all night. Mrs. Strout was either Mary
Ann, widow of Solomon, Sr. or Adelaide, wife of Solomon, Jr. Manly (1871) was Ida’s cousin, son of
Uncle Jones and Aunt Lizzie.

12 Saturday: Warm. I have been working around the house. Wrote to Aunt Sophia. Practiced a while in
the evening. Eddie was down to the baseball ground. Who was Aunt Sophia?

13 — Sunday: Pleasant. Eddie and I went down to Sabbath School. Mr. Strout led a social service in the
evening. I could not stay for Eddie would not. Mr. Strout was Solomon, Jr. He and Adelaide lived on
the northeast corner of the Airline and South Princeton Roads intersection.
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14 — Monday: Pleasant. We had to wash with hard water. I finished reading my S. s. book. Played a
little. Eddie took down the hog house. Uncle Jones was here to dinner.

15 — Tuesday: Warm and pleasant. We had to have a fire all day. Walter Strout was here in the P. M.
helping Eddie make a thill. I have been reading and practicing. It is too warm to work. Walter (1864)

was the only child of Solomon, Sr. and his second wife, Mary Ann (Lane) (Howe) Strout. He, his
mother, and two half sisters lived on the southeast corner of the Airline and Old County Road, across
from Solomon, Jr. A thill is one of the shafts between which one horse is harnessed.

16 Wednesday: Very warm. I practiced a while after doing up my morning’s work, then wrote two
letters. Spent the afternoon with Florence. Eddie is haying for Walter. Florence (1866) Frost was a
daughter of Thomas Bean and Emeline (Davis) Frost and they lived in the valley between Bailey and

Lanes Hills by Meadow Brook.

17 — Thursday: Warm. Mother was taken with cramp in her stomach last night. I ironed besides doing
the other work. Practiced a while. Eddie is at work for Walter.

Adelaide (Smyth) Strout
(1837 —1913)
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Florence E. Frost

(1866 — 1944)
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These images were
taken about 1890.

Note the clothing
and hair style.

18 — Friday: Cool and pleasant. Rained last night. Eddie went to Calais. I have been sewing on my
nightdress. Played a while in the evening. Mother picked a few strawberries.

19 — Saturday: Pleasant. I have been working about the house. Played a while. Thinking of going to
Cooper tomorrow, if Eddie will go.

20 — Sunday: Pleasant. Eddie and I went down to Cooper. Attended the afternoon and evening service.
Eddie went home after supper. I stopped at Uncle Emery’s. The church services would have been at
the Congregational Church at the top of West Ridge. Uncle Emery was Joseph Emery Averill who
lived about half way down the south side of West Ridge. Joseph Emery was a brother of Rebecca
Averill who married William McPheters; i.e. Uncle Emery was Ida’s grandmother’s brother.

21 — Monday: Pleasant. I sewed for Aunt Susan in the forenoon. Went down to Stella’s in the
afternoon and over to Dewey’s with her in the evening. dunt Susan was Uncle Emery’s wife. She was a
Niles. Stella was the young second wife of William Doten. William Doten lived on the Vining Road.
William’s first wife was Elizabeth McPheters who had died in 1875. James Dewey and family lived on

Grove Pond Road about % mile west of Uncle Emery’s.







