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GRANGE HALL STABLE

“Archibald Beany is engaged building the grange stable.”
Calais Advertiser ~ Alexander News ~ May 18, 1910

In days past certain public buildings, principally inns, churches and granges, had a stable nearby to
protect horses from the weather while the teamsters were inside. Roberta Wheaton in Issue 80 told
about the seven stall stable at the Princeton Grange Hall (actually in West Princeton). This was not
used or kept in repair after the coming of the horseless carriage and was blown down in a windstorm in
19227

There was a stable behind the Alexander Grange Hall. The hall was built in 1908. Our sources, Charlie
White, Mildred Holst, and Marian Cousins remember it being used by the grange, not for their
meetings, but for the dances. The dances would attract folks from all over. Hi Staples of Baileyville
called the dances. A deaf man named Yates from Grand Lake Stream couldn’t hear the music, but
could feel the great noise of feet pounding on the upper floor, especially from the down stairs room
where refreshments were available. Our sources remember people coming to those summer dances in
their cars. The stable was a place where some men would gather for a little smile, and if too many
smiles were had, a little fistfight might break out. Percy Strout and Curtis Frost were two who might be
found in the stable.
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By the mid thirties, the building was not used as a stable, but as a place where the school kids played at
noon, swinging on the open rafters, especially on a rainy day. The town also stored snow fences here in
the off season.

The stable stood about 30 feet behind the grange and had a gable roof that paralleled the road. The
driveway to it was between the hall and Charlie Brown’s store. The stable was open on the south end.
Charlie White estimated that it was 24 by 40 feet. He made these sketches.



The automobile made the stable a less useful building. So it was torn down for the used lumber. It had
been built of 4X4s, 2X4s and boarded-up with inch boards. Today the Alexander community faces
another situation where a building has become less useful because of changing times. Will the Grange
Hall be torn down so the lumber can be reused? Will it be wrecked and hauled to the dump like so
many old buildings today? Will the Grange become a revitalized organization that can care for its
building? Or will a new use be found for this old building? Will history repeat itself?

The few members of Alexander range, Patrons of Husb need help. The historic role of
the Grange, as a farm family organization, ceased in Alexander about 50 years ago when farming was
replaced with working in Woodland or Calais as the economic drive force for our residents.

Local grange members here, as all over America,
have changed the role of their organization. Our
grange has provided opportunities for community
members to mingle at suppers, at hunters’ lunches,
and at the Alexander Day Celebration in early
July. But a double-edged knife has cut at the
members’ activities. Too few members have
forced them to stop suppers. Too few attendees
have caused them to drop the Alexander Day
Celebration (Here again the automobile forces
change by taking folks to Eastport or wherever for
bigger parades).

What other role exists for this organization and
these few members? At present, the members
consider keeping up the hall as their biggest job.
Over the past few years they have put in running
water with an inside toilet. They have added an oil
furnace. And they work hard to pay $350 a year
for liability insurance. Alexander Grange, Patrons
of Husbandry #304, needs members and money to
continue. What kind of celebration will we have in
2008 for the centennial of the Grange Hall?

Undated image of the Grange Hall




PLANTATION #16

Was Alexander ever a plantation? I’ve had reason to believe that Alexander was a plantation before it
became a town in 1825. The reason for this belief is that John G. Taylor started keeping records as
clerk in 1823. Being like a horse with blinders, I kept looking for Alexander Plantation, but never
found it. In November, Marie and I were at the Maine State Archives where Jeff Brown works. Jeff is
another descendant of Alexander’s first settler Samuel Brown.

Jeff explained that a township could become a plantation in one of several ways.

The Constitution of the State of Maine organized Washington County into several districts, each to
elect a member to the Legislature. The towns of Calais, Robbinston, Perry and the Plantations #3, #6,
#1, #15, and #16 were in one district. Those numbers would be Charlotte, Baring, Baileyville, Cooper,
and Alexander. So Township #16 (Alexander) was Plantation #16 for election purposes in 1820.

It is likely that no one from Plantation #16 voted because at that time only male landowners were
eligible to vote. We have yet to find a deed for Alexander land from that early time excepting
Bingham’s deed for the entire town and excepting lottery lots. These people were not residents.

The good folks at the Maine Law Library informed me that Thomas Vose of Robbinston was the first
to represent Plantation #16 and the other municipalities mentioned above. Thomas (1765 — 1848) was
born in Milton, Massachusetts and moved to #4 (Robbinston) with his wife and infant child in 1790.
He was to look after Edward Robbins interest in the township he had purchased. Thomas selected the
twelve pines that became the pillars for the State House in Boston. He built ships (the first was named
the First Attempt), traded in fish, and became a lumber operator. He was a member of the 1819
convention for statehood, represented us in Portland, and was on the Governor’s Council.

It is interesting to note that in 2004 House District 30 consisted of Alexander, Ambherst, Aurora,
Beddington, Centerville, Cooper, Crawford, Deblois, Dennysville, Eastbrook, East Machias, Edmunds,
Franklin, Great Pond, Jonesboro, Mariaville, Marion, Marshfield, Meddybemps, Northfield, Osborn,
Pembroke, Plantation #14, Wesley, Whitneyville, plus a bunch of Unorganized Territories in Hancock
and Washington Counties. Howard McFadden of Dennysville was elected as our representative. .

On March 21, 1821, “Be it further enacted; that each plantation in the state, from which any state tax or
taxes now remain due and unassessed, or from which any state or county tax shall hereafter be required
as aforesaid be and hereby is made a body politic and incorporate for the purpose aforesaid ....” The
people to choose an assessor, and if they don’t, one will be chosen for them. So Township #16
(Alexander) was a plantation for tax collection purposes in 1821.

The printed Chapter CCLXXXVIII, An Act to incorporate the Town of Alexander: “That the
Plantation number sixteen ...(is) ... incorporated into a town by the name of Alexander” It is safe to
state that Plantation #16 did exist, but the designation was never requested by locals.

BIG LAKE PLANTATION

It is of interest to note that Plantation 21 and Hinckley Township (Grand Lake Stream) were combined
by the Legislature in the early 1840s. This was for taxation purposes also. The local people did not like
the arrangement. That is easy to understand in that the two communities are on opposite sides of the
lake. Big Lake Plantation did not last very long.






