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DANIEL SEAVEY PAPERS

DANIEL SEAVEY AND HIS BUSINESS WITH A. B. BRIDGES

Azor Bridges (1842 — 1890) was a Civil War veteran who lived on the Airline about where Luther
Thornton now resides. He was born in Charlotte and was in Crawford for the 1860 census. In 1870 he
was in Township #19. The 1880 census of Crawford lists him as a blacksmith aged 36, with wife Mary
aged 33, and daughter Eliza aged 5. Azor died on December 29, 1890 and is buried in the Old
Crawford Cemetery. His widow Mary later married Edwin Hatt. The following selected items from
Daniel Seavey’s papers indicate that Azor was more than a blacksmith. Azor’s penmanship accounts
for some items not being listed. Many items were bolts and shoes for horses.

1872 — Thrashing Machine — D. S. Seavey & Wormwood

Sep. 10 — Repairs and rods $0.25
Sep. 23 — Repairs on machine 1.65
Oct. 9 — 9 wagon bolts, 2 dogs .85
1873
Sep. 22 — 30 lag bolts 2.70
do - repair teeth .66
do - chain link .10
1888 — D. S. Seavey & Son
Sep. 28 — replace 20 machine teeth .60
Oct. 8 — 4 new lag irons 2.00
Oct. 27 — Replace 7 machine teeth 27
1889 — D. S. Seavey
Mar. 8 — one 1b. Nails .06
Apr. 27 — 2 sets of whiffletree irons .50
June 25 — one gallon kerosene 18
July 16 — Shoe horse one new shoe .38

Aug. 20 — Repairs to mowing machine .50




The above business with Azor Bridges leads to two observations. First, we find Daniel had informal
business arrangements, one with Wormwood and the second with his son. The partnership with
Wormwood would have meant each man needed only half the cost of buying the thrashing machine
and they shared on operating the machine, one on the machine and the other driving the horses.

It appears that the partnership with his son related to the mowing machine. This horse drawn machine
needed but one operator, but another man would be needed to hand mow the rough places. Daniel
(1823 — 1890) had but two sons who were still in the Crawford area in 1888, Horace was born in 1851
and out was on his own farming on the ridge south of Azor Brook. Ernest was born February 25, 1871
and likely was the partner.

Erest Seavey spent his adult years hobbling about because of a severe injury to his right ankle by a
mowing machine. His son Orris states that Ernest never talked about the accident, so what is here is
only our best guess at what happened.

When Ernest was about ten years old (about 1881), Daniel Seavey had a horse drawn mowing
machine. He was mowing on the ‘flat’ near the new Crawford Cemetery. He had stopped the horse and
Ernest approached his father for some unknown reason, maybe to hand his father a switch for the
horse. The horse started! Did a hornet sting it? Ernest swung around to run, but the cycle bar caught
him on his right ankle, severing every thing except for the cord in the back. Under most circumstances,
he would have bled to death in a couple minutes.

Somehow the bleeding was stopped and the wound sewed up. Orris feels Ernest never saw a doctor,
although Daniel did occasionally pay doctors’ bills. Regardless, Ernest survived. He married, fathered
sixteen children, ran a farm to provide food and other necessaries for his family, worked on the river
drives and fished commercially.
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OTHER BUSINESSES AND INFORMAL PARTNERSHIPS: Readers will remember in issue 126 we
described a business arrangement between D. S. Seavey and Thomas White on the one hand and S. W.
Pope. Seavey and White ran a logging operation in Plantation 21. Daniel Seavey also contracted with
George Burrell in 1878-9 and 1881-2 to cut and deliver logs. One slip headed Seavey & McGeorge
describes the sale of knees (likely ship knees or barn knees). Six-foot knees are 50 cents, 7 foot-knees
are $1.00, 8-foot knees are $1.62, 9-foot knees are $2.25 and 12-foot knees are $4.20 each.

The Allen Stream Driving Company existed in 1881. Daniel hired Lorenzo Seavey and Robert Wallace
& boy to labor for him. Maybe at this time Daniel built a dam on Allen Stream. Those who worked on
the dam were A. J. Grover (10 Y4 days), J. S. Davis (11 % days), John Lydick (12 % days), Horace
Frost (4 Y4 days) and Laroy Seavey (2 days). Logs cut in the southeast part of Township 21 would be
driven down Allen Stream. Readers will also remember that Allen Stream was named by Colonel John
Allen who during the Revolutionary War brought a large number of Native Americans from the St.
John River to Machias via this stream.




SEVEN POINTERS AT BARKER SCHOOL IN WOODLAND

This headline on page 12 of the 2006 issue of Paper Talks Magazine may have left some younger
readers confused as to why all those pupils had their picture taken. What is a Seven Pointer? (Thank
you Marion Cousins for giving this copy of Paper Talks). Carleton Cooper allowed A-CHS to scan
many of his family pictures and other old items. Among these items are two Certificates of Health from
the State of Maine which described Carleton as a Point Child for 1934 and 1935 while a student at
North Union School in Cooper. Carleton had made a seven-point star with his picture at the center.
The star points are labeled teeth, throat, birth registration, weight, vision, hearing, and posture.
Carleton reported that he and the other seven pointers were taken to Pembroke and marched around
Union Square. Jane, Joyce and Dyer Crosby also marched in Pembroke.







