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This picture of the Bacon Farm was taken before those that appear in Manley Townsend’s Bacon Farm
Book. This image shows the old farmhouse that reportedly burned in 1896. Was it Manley who took
this photograph? We don’t know who whitened the snow and the windows on the house.
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PHOTOGRAPH ALBUM BY MANLEY BACON TOWNSEND

This newsletter will take us back a century to look at the Bacon Farm and environs on the Airline Road
in Township 31 in Washington County, Maine. The photographs were taken by Manley Bacon
Townsend, grandson of Eben and Julia (Elsemore) Bacon who lived on this farm on the east side of the
Machias River from 1845 until their deaths. Manley’s cover is reproduced on our cover and what was
inside his cover is copied above. Only one photograph, entitled the spring, has been left out; it shared
the first page with the farm.

The original book was made of black paper and the writing was with white ink. Each page, except the
first, had one photograph and its caption. Manley arranged the photographs in the order found here and
wrote the captions that we show in his own hand. His words on pages 1, 2, and 15 were traced over for
easier reading.

Starting at the middle of page 15, we share some images that were also taken by Manley Townsend,
but were not included in his Bacon Farm Book. The final several pages will describe Manley Bacon
Townsend and his family.

Manley and his brother Harry were nearly forty years old when they visited the Bacon Farm in 1905.
Manley took the pictures, and the following winter created this album for his brother. What was it
about this trip that caused Manley to choose these particular pictures for the album? Why didn’t he
include images of his relatives and other people of the area? Why was the Bacon Farm the only focus
of attention? If you were to make an album for someone in your family, what would be your focus?
We are all products of a certain time and place. Did the place of Manley’s youth influence this album?




Editor’s note: (top) In this image a tent stands in place of the house shown on the cover. (bottom) This
view is looking west from Wesley Corner, down what we call Fox Hill.
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