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1970 — A PIVOTAL YEAR FOR ALEXANDER - 1970

Based on the census records, Alexander has had three pivotal years. Alexander, then Township 16 first
appears on the census in 1810, indicating that some one was living here. That someone was Samuel
Brown and his family and they were at the top of Taylor Hill, next to the Princeton town line.

The next pivotal year was 1850 when the population of Alexander reached 544. This number has not
been exceeded, even in the 2000 census. The next twelve census records show a slow decline in
Alexander’s population. This was true of most area towns in this area except Baileyville.

The population of Alexander in 1970 was 169. That was the smallest population since 1820. Was the
community destined to disappear, as have three of our neighborhoods? (Those neighborhoods each had
farms with large families and schools, they are Robb Hill, Breakneck Mountain and Sears Corner -
Crawford Road). We know differently. The population in 1980 had grown to 385; in 1990 Alexander
was home to 478, and at the turn of the century 514 souls called Alexander home.

History, especially local history, is the story of people living at a certain place at a specific time. We
have in the title limited this story to Alexander and to the year 1970. We will occasionally tell of other
places and times in this paper, but those digressions will all relate to Alexander in 1970. Most of this
story will be about the people who were here in 1970. Who were those people? How were they
related? How old were they? Where did they live?

FACES AND PLACES — The pictures in this newsletter are of faces that were seen around Alexander
in 1970, but are not seen now; images of people who have died since 1970. We also have pictures of
places that existed in 1970 and that do not exist today. Those pictures were not necessarily taken in
1970; most were not. We thank the following for the faces and places of 1970; Maxine Lee, Irene
Carlow McKain, Norma Frost Donahue, Elizabeth Hunnewell McVicar, Carleton S. Cooper, Marian
Dwelley Cousins, Mildred Flood Holst, Rena McArthur Kneeland. Some images came from the A-
CHS files

FACES: Darrell & Mabel Frost at their wedding, Rolla Archer, Roy Carlow & Tommy Long



WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN 1970?

AROUND THE WORLD AND OUR NATION - President Nixon was trying to get American troops
out of Vietnam and the Paris peace talks to stop the war continued to be unsuccessful. At Kent State
University in Ohio, four student war protesters were shot and killed by National Guard’s men. Apollo
13 was launched from Cape Kennedy and Luna 16 (unmanned) returned from the moon with rocks.
The World’s Fair, Expo 70, opened in Osaka, Japan. Burt Bacharach won two Academy Awards for
his music and Alexander Solzhenitsyn won the Nobel Prize for Literature. The Baltimore Orioles won
the World Series and Joe Frazier was boxing world heavyweight champion. Gypsy Rose Lee and Janis
Joplin died. Hospital care cost reached an average of $81 per day and team members of the Baltimore
Colts each got a $15,000 bonus for winning the National Football League championship. The
population of our country reached 205 million and the banning of DDT was being widely debated.

IN MAINE — Maine was celebration its sesqui-centennial, 1820 — 1970. Kenneth Curtis was the
governor. Ed Muskie and Margaret Chase Smith were our United States Senators. William Hathaway
represented the 2™ District of Maine in Washington. Occidental Petroleum Company and Robert Monk
were involved in a proposed oil refinery at Machiasport. Maine Yankee reported problems with leaks
in its cooling system and our cars still had yellow license plates. It was during the years 1965 —70 that
saw the role of state government redefined and saw the number of state employees increase by 57%.

IN THE DOWNEAST AREA — GP was making paper in Woodland, during the year they shut down
the old #2 machine. People bought their groceries at the A&P or IGA in Calais. Four new businesses
opened in Calais, C. F. Hathaway Shirts, Daggett Chevrolet, Barnard’s Rest Home, and Taylor’s
Furniture. Grossman’s in Eastport and Calais Box and Lumber Co. in Calais were selling building
materials. Machias Savings Bank was paying 5% % on investment certificates. Folks bought their 45
records from Cecil Miller at the St. Croix Music Store; you could do your photographic business with
Harvey Studio at Cecil’s after the winter fire destroyed their studio. Trooper Bull powers died and
Calais librarian Edith Beckett retired.

Readers of the Calais Advertiser could check out the Alexander — Crawford News by Linda Wallace,
Cooper News by Lizzie Perkins, Meddybemps News by Charlotte Smith and Baring News by Evelyn
Olsson. Hollis Wyman from Milbridge was State Senator for Washington County and Kenneth Mills
from Eastport was our representative in Augusta.

PLACES: Bohanon place at 130 South Princeton Road, Clinton Flood’s at 1283 Airline Road




ITEMS FOUND IN THE TOWN REPORTS: 1970 AND 1971

The snow shed across from the Church of the Open Bible was removed at a cost of $60.92”. Snow
fences were stored here in the off season. Lawrence Lord had the contract for winter roads at $6741.
The cost of putting up snow fence in the fall was $421.84 and the cost to remove the same in the spring
was $158.51. Work was done resurfacing the South Princeton Road costing $974.86 and building
Taylor Hill for $1309.03. The Pokey Road was tarred for $1683.56, and the Flat road was upgraded for
$883.57. The Cemetery Account shows that a new lawn mower was purchased for $49.93 from
Western Auto. Jimmy Archer was paid $57.65 for mowing the cemetery. The town dump (solid waste)
Cost $439.35 to operate. Phil Ross (father of AES teacher Linda Renaud) was superintendent of
schools and the teachers were Neil and Lois Barschdorf. The budget request for 1970 — 71 was
$19,500; that was approved at the town meeting along with $1501.41 annual payment on the school.

FACES: Bertha Scribner, Billy Holst and Carleton Davis

1970 ALEXANDER NEWS by LINDA WALLACE
As found in the CALAIS ADVERTISER

March 5: “The Volunteer Fire Department held a meeting Friday night with seven members present.
At this month’s meeting on March 27" there will be an Election of officers for the coming year. Please
try to attend.”

March 12: “Rodney Frost left recently to join the Army.”

March 26: “The 1970 Republican Campaign opened locally today as Chairman Pliney Frost of the
GOP town committee called a Republican Caucus to be held at 7 p.m. on March 30 at the home of
Nelson Flood.”

April 9: “Over 60 voters turned out for the Alexander Town Meeting on Monday. Elected moderator
was Pliney Frost. Other officers elected were Town Clerk, Betty Davis; 1% selectman, Richard
Lundgren; 2"d, Carleton Davis; 3rd, Frederick Wallace; 1% assessor, Pliney Frost; 2" Nelson Flood; 3'd,
Frederick Wallace; School Board; Jean Knowles, Virginia Carlow, Mildred Holst; tax collector and
treasurer, Phyllis Archer; surveyor of wood, lumber and bark, Melvin Hunnewell; road commissioner,
Raymond Flood; constables, Foster Carlow and Jean Knowles; caretaker of the cemetery, Frederick
Wallace; and caretaker of the town dump, Merle Knowles. All 25 articles were voted on. The majority
of the voters voted to participate in the surplus commodities plan as administered by the Washington
County Regional Action Agency.”






