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JESSE STEPHENSON : Early Settler

Article by Pliney E. frost

JESSE and SABRINA (KNIGHT) STEPHENSON

Hia ancestora and deacendanta: Abatracted from records of Emily
Gourley McNamara, Family Recorda of Alexander, Cematery Records,
Hiatory of Limington, Me. by Robert Taylor, Notes of Gertrude Strout
Winter, Archivea at St.Andrewa, N.B., Family Recorda £rom Evelyn
Flood Pottle, and Notes of William Hatfield.

Arthur Stephenaon Howatt supplied the picturea of his greatgrand
parenta. He also wrote an intereating article on hia grandfather,
George Whitefield Stephenaon which appeared in isaue #37 of A-CHS.




I. John Stephenaon was probably born in England on April 30, 1690.
According to tradition he came to Masa. Bay 1in New England aa a
carpenter on the Engliash warahip "Lucitanua" where with one of his
associatea, he landed at Cohasset. It ia maid that he was preased
into thia service, and therefore felt juatified at leaving the ahip
at the opportunity. It appears from recent inveatigation by membera
of the family, that he waas of reaspectsble parenta and received a good
education. He was married at Boaston (published in Hingham) June 29,
1717 to Rachel Tower, daughter of Richard and Abigail (Farrow) Tower.
She was born in Hingham, Feb. 24,1696-7. John died i{in 1772-3. His
will dated Nov. 6,1778 was proved May 7,1773. They resided in the
aecond precinct.

There were eleven children, all born in Hingham.

II. Jeaee Stephenaon (John I) was born Jan. 29,1728-1. He married,
Dec. 4,1742, Content, daughter of Jamea and Mary Cushing at Scituate.
She was born on July 22,1722. He died about 1776. He was a member of
the Committee of Inapecttin in 1774. Probably built the house on the
Gulf Stream at the public landing in Hingham.

There ara nine children liated, all born at Hingham.

III.Elisha Stephenson (Jease II, John I) waas born Sept. 14,1753. He
married on Sept. 27,1778 Lucy, daughter of Ebenezer and Elizabeth
(Ripley) Beal. She was born Aug. 4,1757 and died Feb. 1791. He died
Feb. 1796. He was a Revolution Soldier and reasided in hia father’sas
houae on the Gulf Stream.

There are five children liated, all born at Cohasaaet, Mass.

1. John.
2. Jeame, bapt. June 18,1786.

3. Margaret (Peggy) Loring, bapt. June 18,1786. Married
Stearna about 1812. She taught achool at Hingham, Mass. and waa among
the firat achool teachera in Wiscaamset, Maine.

4. Rachel, bapt. June 18,1786. died Nov. 1884 or 1806 at Hingham.

5. Eliaha, born 1788. died and buried at Wiacamsaet, Maine.

I1V. Jemsmse Stephenaon (Elisha III, Jease II, John I) was born on June
2,1784 at Cohaasset, Masa. He was at (Mocose Island) Eastport, Maine by
1800, at Alexander before 1816 as he built the msawmill on Sixthteenth
Stream in that year. While in Eastport recorda would aseem to indicate
that he waa a merchant. Alao during the time he waa at Faatport he
wae in receipt of a number of lettera written by hia sister Margaret.

EXCERPTS OF THREE OF THESE LETTERS ARE ON PAGE 7.
Jease married Elizabeth Liley or Lilley on March 28,1887 at Eaatport.
She waas born on May 22,1785 in or near St.Stephen N.B.. She died on

Oct. 29,1860 at Alexander. We do not know date or place of death for
Jease.
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The chilren of Jesme and Elizabeth Stephenaon of whom we have
records:

1. Margaret Loring, 2. Caroline, 3. Elisha, 4. Elizabeth, S. Lucia,

6. Hannah, 7. Jesse, 8. Rachel g  [uke, 18 James Ripley, 11, Harriet

1. Margaret Loring (or Lavina) Stephanaon married Samuel B. Lamb on
January 3,1838. She waa born on Dec. 33,1887 at or near Eaatport and
died on November 3,1887 at Alexander. Samuel was born on June 8,188
at or near Windham, Me. He died on May 23,1857 at Alexander. They lie
buried in the Alexander Cemetery.

Lamb Children of whom we have record:

A. Irene Ingalla, born June 3,1830.

B. Eliaha William, born December 26,1831.

C. Margaret Lydia, born Auguat 26,183S.

D. Hannah Eliza, born July 12,1833; married Charles H. Card.

E. Samuel Brackett, born March 3,1837.

F. Elizabeth Stephenaon, born March 31,1841, (twin).

G. Sevey Edgerly, born March, 31,1841, (twin)

2. Caroline C. Stephenson married Jedediah Dwelley on Feb. 16,1834 at
Crawford. Caroline was born on October 7,189 at Eaatport, and died
in November 1886 at Crawford. Jedediah, the ason of Josmeph and Hannah
(Sevey) Dwelley, was born on March 18,1888 at Eaast Machiaas. He died
on November 6,1868 at Crawford. This was his second marriage.

Dwelley children of whom we have record:

A. Benjamin F. born about 1834.;
M. Mary A. Stevena, February 5,1860.

B. John Wallard, born ca 1836; died January 31,1968/9.
M. Alice Libby Berry.

C. Elisha S., born sbout 1837.

D. Susan Lydia, born about 18393;
Marriage intentionas published January 7,1866 to Daniel S. Sevey.

E. Gilbert, born about 1841.
F. Elizabeth, born about 1843.

G. Lucy R., born about 1845;
M. Josaiah F. Lydick, October 21,1870.

H. Jedediah R., born about 1847.
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I. Francesas C., born about 1849:

M. Wellington A. Davia, ot kaat Machiaas, Maine, November 2,1889.
J. Emma E., born Crawford, Me. 1843, died May 16,13929. (asee atone 1in
old Crawford Cemetary)

M. DPaniel A. Smith July 1,1866. (1832-192%5).
3. Flisa Stephenson was born at Eastport on July 5,1811. His wife,
Abigail Spencer Bonney was born on July 11,1829 at Alexander. She was
the daughter of William and Rhoda (Pike) Bonney and the grand
daughter of Mcoses Bonney. Elisha and Abigail reaided on Lot 88, at
the aite where Merle and Jean Knowles now reside on the Cooper Road.

Stephenson children of whom we have record:

A. Ella Amanda, born May 16,1851; died May 25,1859, age 8 yearsa.
Buried in Alexander, Me. Cemetery, grave marked.

B. Ida Annah, born January 12,1853, died 717?
M. James L. Froast, October 16,1881.

C. Rhoda Amalia, born July 23,1856, died 1889;
M. George G. B. Berry, October 8,1877.

D. William E. liasted in 1888 cenaus aa age 20.

4. Elizabeth, born Aug. 1,1813 at or near Eaastport. Married a Burna.
Elizabeth Burna died February 17,1857.

5. Lucia Stephenaon was born at Eaatport on May 31,1816. She married
Isaac Bickford Edgerly, the son of Richard and Abigail (Bickford)
Edgerly. Imaac was born on May 15,1794 at Berwick, Me. and died on
January 16,1884 at Princetcon. This waa hia third marriage.

Edgerly children of whom we have record:
A. Lucin G., born 1841, married George Albert Smart.
B. Stilliman, born 1843, married and moved away.

C. Emma Alfreda, born 1846;
M. George H. Brown, 1869 at Calais, Maine.

D. Winfield Scott, born 1848, died 1849.
E. Millicent, born 1851.

F. Ida Mae, born 1853.

G. Samuel Francia, born 1855.

H. Herbert Elisha, born 1858, died 1915.
M. Rosamond Beatrice Hatfield.

I. Ella Abigail, born 1863.

J. Albert. Lf




6. Hannah Stephenson was born at Eaatport
6,1914.
Me .

died at Fitchburg, Masa. on June
Thompaon who moved from Brunawick,

on November 18,1818 and
She married Harlow H.

to Baileyville where he became

a Juatice of the Peace, Postmaster and Town Clerk. He died on May
7,1875 at age 76.
Thompaon children (all born at Baileyville) of whom we have
record:
A. Francea, born 1846;
M. Alfred H. Moorea, at Gardiner, Me. July 18,1875.
B. Harlow H. Jr., born 1847, moved to California;
Married and died there. He waa a Civil War Veteran.
C. Samuel, born 1848;
M. 1 at. unknown, had a daughter Edith who married a Wall, ahe
had one son Victor:
M. 2nd. Sarah Marcella Call, no children. Both died at
Fitchburg, Masa. He was a Civil War Veteran.
D. Allen Lilley, born February 18,1849, died November 4,1928;
M. Alice A. Pineo.
E. Martha, born 1854;
M. Edward R. Starbird of Freeman, Me. November 11,1882.
F. Richard Franklin, born 1856, moved to California before he was
21 yeara old.
G. Arthur, born 18608, was a police officer in Boston for sasome
yearsa:
M. Nellie Mavyo, February 16,1887 at Medford, Mass., no
children;
Divorced, he lived with Samuel in Fitchburg and died there.
7. Jeasmse Stephenaon Jr. was born on May 18,1821 at Eastport. Hisa
wife, Sabrina Knight, daughter of Hiram and Jane Heater (Duke)
Knight, was born at Calaias on April 18,1825. They were married by

Abijah Kendell at Alexander on Dec.

16,1845. They resided at the foot

of Harwood (Pleasant) Lake in Alexander.

Stephenaon
have record:

A. George
M. Ada

Minerva McNutt,
Elizabeth Jane,
Sabrina Auguatsa,

Jease Franklin,

Mary Lorena,
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children (probably all born in Alexander) of

Whitefield, born January 24,1847,
May 28,1875.

born May 99,1851,

whom we

died June 6,1926;

born June 12,1848.

born February 12,1856.

died April 1,1852.

born April 7,1853.




F. John Charles Fremont, born March 1,1857, died 19548;
M. Mary Louime Huff, divorced.

G. Jeasae Franklin, born June 26,1859.
H. Edger A.

I. Mary Lorena.

8. Rachel b May 2,1823. The 1888 census lists her as age 57, =single,
and & housekeeper in John Sears household.

9. Luke Stephenson was born on Oct. 36,1825 at Eastport or at
Alexander. Hia wife, Elizebeth Hammond was born circa 1829 at
Machiaaport, the daughter of Peter M. and Betay (Woodruff£) Hammond.
Luke and Elizabeth were married at Alexander by Wm. Spring, Eaq. on
June 29,1850 (or June 13,1858). On Sept. 24,1892 Luke married Martha,
widow of Levi Connick, in St. Stephen N.B. They reasided in Alexander
on Lot 106 at the site where Doria Wood Flood laat lived on the
Cooper Road.

Stephenaon children (of Luke and Elizabeth) of whom we have
record. Firat three born in Alexander, the reat in Milltown Me.

A. Annette Imabelle, born March 3,1851.
B. Irena Lydia, born July 7,1852.
C. Emma Elizabeth Ann, born April 23,1854.
D. Benj. Franklin, born March 20,1856, died Jan.S,1862.
E. Luke Wilton, born May 19,1858, died July 29,18593.
F. Julia Miranda, born Jan. 14,1862.
G. Ruth Lilla, born Nov. 10,1864.
H. Luke Wilton, born April 44,1866, died Nov. 13,1872.
I. Benj. Franklin, born July 27,1868, died Sept. 23,1870.
1@6. Jamea Ripley Stephenaon was born in Alexander on May 6,1828. He

married Mary Caroline Hatfield, daughter of Francia and Mary (Fraaer)
Hatfield. We have no record of children.

11. Harriet Lydia Stephenson was born on April 22,1838 at either
Eaatport or Alexander. In November 1852, she married James Philbrook
Hammond, brother of Elizabeth who married Luke. Jameas was born circa
1829 at Machiasport.

Hammond children of whom we have record:

A. Walter Leaslie, born November 16,18353.

B. Irene Elizabeth, born October 6,1835.

C. Rachel Pauline, born April 14,18358. 6







