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"Top, sawmill of Stowell-MacGregor Corporation at Alexander, little
town's principal industry, looking toward Pocomoonshine Lake. Bottom,

a close-up view of the mill."
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The past issues have contained articles on several of the major saw
mills of the area. This article will add some about them and tell
about some of the other mills. It is hoped that readers with more
information or photographs about any area mills will let us know.
Memories don't become history unless written. So please share!

The mills on Sixteenth Stream were the subject of an article in issue
62 of this publication. According to that, the sawmill was here in
1816, followed by a grist mill in 1820. These mills were operated by
three families over the years; the Stephensons, the Dwelleys, and the
Hatfields. : :

Charlie White told me that after gas got high in price, Cecil Hatfield
and Coolidge White rebuilt the mill so it ran by the water wheel. The
water powered mill sawed about 7000 feet per day. Coolidge served as
sawyer and the following were some who worked there during this period
of time: Wayne Dwelley, Shirley Hunnewell, Bill Hatfield, Hubert
Dwelley and Charlie White. Hubert Dwelley lost three fingers during
this time frame. Elbridge McArthur trucked the lumber to a Maker in
Dennysville.

Harold Cheney ran a sawmill on the shore of Pocomoonshine Lake prior
to 1935. Floyd Hunnewell told me that Cheney sawed long lumber, boards
and dimension, for the local trade. He powered his mill with a big
steam boiler that burned 4 foot logs. The power was transferred to the
saw by a series of belts and pulleys.

Stowell-MacGregor Mill was discussed in issue 6%9: We thank Phyllis
(Cousins) Hall for sending additional information in the form of a
photocopy of 1937 newspaper clipping that included the pictures found
on page one. She found this in her mother's (Stella <Gower> Cousins)
scrapbook. The words have been retyped for easier reading.

"Special dispatch to The Press Herald: Alexander, March 3:

"From 40,000 to 50,000 spool stocks are turned out each week by the
little mill on the shore of Pocomoonshine Lake. The mill, operated by
the Stowell-MacGregor Corporation, employs approximately 20 men under
the supervision of Coolidge White. During the winter months, the only
season the mill runs, it brings a weekly payroll of $400 into this
community of 310. This figure is apart from the woods crew, operating
under contract, which is almost the same size as the factory crew.

"The sawmill cuts the lengths of white birch into predetermined sizes
of small sguare lengths of wood, which later are turned at other
plants into spools. Isolated from power lines, the plant is operated
by a 102 horse-power Diesel engine which drives two conveyers and four
saws.

"Although the late snow this year forced the plant to lie idle for
five weeks when it usually is operating, the same amount of work will
be turned out this year as in other years. The crew may be doubled to
accomplish this, which will be of even greater help to residents of
this community. Lack of snow has given employment to many truck
owner-operators and their helpers, transporting the eight-foot lengths
of birch log over the ice of Mud Lake and Pocomoonshine Lake to the

sawmill."




Diamond Match Company had a mill on the brook behind the New Crawford
Cemetery which ran for only a month or so in the spring of 1930.

The previous winter, that company had cut white pine across the lake
in the Huntley Brook area. Orris McKeown worked there for $1.00 per
day. When the ice went out the logs were boomed across the lake.

The mill was powered by a steam engine fueled by the wet green pine
slabs. The first fireman couldn't keep up steam with that fuel so the
boss hired Adin McKeown who had had experience with boilers. He kept
up enough steam to do the job. The pine was sawed into 2 1/8 inch live
edged planks. Teamster Cliff Fenlason used a horse drawn wagon to haul
the planks to the flat field near the cemetery where the planks were
stacked to dry. Orris and his brother Cecil worked sticking the
planks. Since it was very heavy work, the pay was $1.25 per day. Later
Adin trucked the air dried planks to Diamond's match plant.

In the process of sawing planks, inch boards were sawed off each side
of each log. Orris McKeown purchased these for $10 per thousand,
trucked them to Machias to be planed, and used them to build a camp on
Love Lake. See article on Love Lake Road in this issue of A-CHS.
According to the Perkins Family History by Pliney Frost, George Harold
Perkins.ran a shingle mill at his home place for several years after
World War II. This is now the site of Austin Frost's seasonal home on
the Airline. (See issue 53 pages 10-14 site 19).

Carleton Davis had a long lumber mill at Grange Hall Corner in Cooper
and sawed for several years between 1957 and 1962. Frank Dwelley and
Arden Johnston did most of the sawing. Charlie White and Arthur
Perkins ran this mill for one year after Carleton and had Coolidge
White as sawyer.

Garry Spooner set up a shingle mill in Crawford on the Arm Road in the
mid 1970s. After sawing cedar shingles several years he stopped. At
the same site in the late 1980s Garry constructed several more
buildings. He now saws long lumber with a portable band saw. The saw
and the sawn lumber are stored in the buildings shown in the picture.
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