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CEDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL 1950 -

Left to right: Front row; Roger Flood, Emma Hatfield, Donna McArthur,
and Faye Flood;

Middle row; Carol Flood, Freda Hatfield, Linda McLeod (of Danvers
Mass.), and Merrill Pottle

Back row; Lorrain Flood, Mary Hatfield, Lawson Hatfield, Clifton
Pottle, and Ruth Dwelley.




CEDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND CEDAR CHAPEL

by Ruth Dwelley

August 1948 ** Charles and Althea Nute of Carmel, Maine were
missionaries with the American Sunday School Union. They came to this
area while doing a survey of rural areas in Washington County.

The American Sunday School Union is an established organization
serving in America since 1817. Hundreds of Sunday schools have
been started through the faithful ministry of its missionaries.
It is an independent interdenominational organization, sound in
Biblical doctrine whose purpose is: "To teach the Word of God and
to reach the unreached for Christ." The work grew and due to its
many activities it is now known as "American Missionary Fellow'",
celebrating over 200 years of faithful and sacrificial service.
Many Sunday school developed into churches which are serving
across America.

The Nutes saw a need for a full time Sunday school in Alexander,
especially in the Cedar and Pleasant Lake area. Many children were
without a Sunday school and no church in the radius of miles.
Transportation was a problem! The Nutes returned to Carmel to wait and
pray.

August 1949 ** The Nutes returned to Alexander and discovered a Sunday
school being held each week at the Cedar School.

Several mothers recognizing the need had met with Mrs. Wayne (Ruth)
Dwelley and made plans for starting a Sunday School. School board
members Frank Dwelley, Robert Thistlewood, and Floyd Hunnewell were
contacted and permission was given to use the school building.

The first Sunday opened with an attendance of 27 children and adults.
Ruth Dwelley served as Superintendent and teacher assisted by
Mrs.Hayden (Lorrain) Flood and Mrs. Frank (Bertha) Dwelley. Mrs.
Harold (Evelyn) Pottle also was a teacher. Mrs. Carter (Agnes) White
of Grand Lake Stream, the teacher at the Cedar School, served as
organist, and Miss Lillian Varnum was organist in her absence.

CEDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS FOR 1949

Maxine Flood Catherine Edgerly Lorna Dwelley
Carol Flood Edwin Dwelley Mary Hatfield
Faye Flood Fern Strout Annabelle Hatfield
Roger Flood Aubrey Dwelley Clifford Hatfield
Clifton Pottle George Dwelley Lawson Hatfield
Merrill Pottle Norman Dwelley Steven Hatfield
Freda Worrell Harley Dwelley Elsie Hatfield
Charlotte Worrell Llewellyn Dwelley Freda Hatfield
CEDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL NEW STUDENTS BY 1951 AND LATER STUDENTS
Mavis Dwelley Jackie McArthur Basil Pottle

Emma Hatfield Lloyd Dwelley Richard Berry
Phillip McArthur Vivian Dwelley Kenneth Berry

Donna McArthur

As the work increased, Mrs. Everett (Viola) Dwelley, Fern Strout, and
Freda Hatfield were added to the teaching staff.
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1950 ** cCedar Sunday School was united with the American Sunday
School Union.

1952 ** Mr. and Mrs William Hatfield carried on the work in the
Sunday School during the absence of Ruth Dwelley.

1955 ** Burland Margesson and George Duff, students of Bob Jones
University, were called to work during the summer. Evangelistic
services were held at the School for six weeks. At the close of the
work, 28 candidates were baptized at Pleasant Lake.

1955-1957 ** Clayton Sawyer was appointed as Sunday School
superintendent. He and his wife Thursa served for two years. Viola
Dwelley, Fern Strout, and Freda Hatfield assisted with the teaching.

August 8, 1957 ** cedar Sunday School became incorporated and received
the state seal. Cedar School had been closed and its students were
attending the new consolidated school. Cedar Sunday School,
Incorporated purchased the building from the Town of Alexander. First
Selectman Pliney Frost was helpful and cooperative in making the
transaction.

OFFICERS FOR CEDAR SUNDAY SCHOOL INCORPORATED

Ruth Dwelley ------——--__________ President

Charles Nute -----—-———__________ Vice President

Mrs. Kenneth (Mildred) Campbell -- Secretary

BermuStrout: <= e e Corresponding Secretary
Clayton_ Sawyer.--z--==s-=coe——co_. Treasurer
WikldameHatfield cos e e to o~ Trustee

Wayne Dwelley -----=-co_______ Trustee
RKennethacampbeld  —————_—_" = 75777 Trustee

1958 ** Reverend and Mrs. Norman Gibbs and children Paul and Ruth were
called to work in the area. They were missionaries associated with the
American Mission for Opening Closed Churches. They conducted services
on Sunday and midweek, and continued the Sunday School. They started a
Youth Group and a Ladies Fellowship. The Gibbs were respected and held
in high esteem by the people. They served faithfully here for five
years.

It was during this time that Cedar Sunday School became Cedar Chapel
and a sign was posted outside the building. The building received many
improvements including a newly shingled roof, and new paint both
inside and out.

People from various churches gave spiritual and financial help through
the years. These included Charlotte Baptist Church, Pembroke Baptist
Church, Holmes Bay Baptist Church, Second Baptist Church of calais,
and latter, East Auburn Baptist Church.

A number of the young people who attended Cedar Sunday School and

Cedar Chapel went on to Christian high schools and colleges. Several

entered the ministry while others have faithfully served. :
“THE CHURCH LIVES ON IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE"

to be continued...
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