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THE CHURCHES ON EAST RIDGE

The 1861 Wallings Map of Washington County lists a Baptist Church at
the southeast corner of the East Ridge Road and the road to Oscar
Dodge's. The 1881 Washington County Atlas shows no building at this
site. See the article on the East Ridge Road in this Newsletter.
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THE CHURCH ON WEST RIDGE
photo loaned by Bill Hatfield, 203 Polo Drive, Simpsonville SC 29681

This Congregational Church stood near the top of West Rldge about 1/2
mile up hill or north of the road leading to Earl Frost's house. The
building was on the west side of route 191. This building is shown on
both the 1861 and 1881 maps and is labeled as "Cong Ch". Writing on
the photograph tells us that the church was built in 1835 and burned
in 1312 (while men were burning blueberry land).

In July of 1991 Justin Day took me to the site which is in the woods
about 50 feet from the road. The stone foundation still stands as well

as rock piles for support posts. The building measured approximately
40 by 36 feet.




EAST RIDGE ROAD COOPER (continued from Issue 82)

The sources for this article include Cecil and Melva (Clarke) Keen,
Robert and Olive (Lewis) Day, Justin Day, the old plan of Cooper,
Wallings 1861 Map of Washington County, Colbys 1881 Atlas of
Washington County, Rev. G. R. Moody's Directory of Alexander,
Meddybemps, and Part of Cooper, and the Cooper Assessors book for
1916. Additions and corrections are welcome. 3jhd

COOPER CHURCHES

We have record of several churches in Cooper. The buildings are long
gone and some of the people of Cooper attend churches in Meddybemps
and Alexander. Our cover describes the church on West Ridge.

(15) The church that wasn't to be: Here is a foundation of a church
building. The 1861 map lists it as the Baptist Church. Melva refers to
it as the Methodist Church and the Congregational Church. The story
she tells is that the building was erected three times. Each time it
fell down or was blown over just prior to completion. The site is
called "a lightning place". Lightning once struck Lindsay Clarke's
barn across the road and killed a cow. Lindsay installed lightning
rods. People took the churches destruction as an omen and abandoned
the site. Arthur Perkins and others claim that grave stones can be
found near this site.

(16) The Johnny Henderson Place: This was the home in 1861 and in 1881
of Isaac N. Henderson. In 1860, Isaac was living here with his three
months old son (the mother apparently had died), and five of his
brothers. (Does this living arrangement suggest that this was the old
family home?) By 1870 Isaac was married to Alma W. and they had three
children including Edwin Lincoln (1865-1943). Moody lists the
occupants in 1896 as Newton, Almy, John, and Lincoln. Lincoln was
living here in 1917 when Melva's parents were married. Johnny
Henderson and his cats are remembered by many as long term residents
of the farm. John died in 1953.

Merlin Arthur and Joyce (Reynolds) Perkins lived here from 1955 to
1965. They were the last to live at this site.

(17) On the southern road from the Palmeter Place (site (9) in last
issue) is an old foundation in the blueberry field. We have no
information about this.

(18) Melvin and Roxine (Linton) Dodge built this house shortly after
they were married and lived here before moving to Woodland. The place
is now a seasonal home of Bill and Sharon Bridge and four other
couples.

(19) The Harry Sadler Place: James Niles was the owner of this lot on
the old plan. He lived in Cooper before 1820 until before 1850. The
1861 Map lists Henry H. Hitchings at or near this site. Henry is
listed on the 1840 census as head of household. Henry was likely the
son of David and Sarah Hitchings who were in Cooper prior to 1830 and
were living with Henry's family in 1850. Henry died before 1870, and
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the 1881 Atlas lists Henry H. Hitchings, born 1848, son of Henry and
Margaret at this site.

Harry Sadler likely moved here shortly after he married Verna Creamer
(between 1901 and 1904). Here they lived and raised a large family;
Roland, Ross, Russell, Ruth, Harold, Forest, Loring, Glen, and an
infant who died young.. The place has been vacant now for about 40
years and is falling down. There was a well in the cellar.

é;[igj: ﬁglg%gié:_lfg/M) (20) The Wash Sadler Place: The old plan

of Cooper shows this as the Joseph
Saddler farm. We know that Joseph was
head of household in 1840. Samuel

Sadler's son Washington likely lived here.

Robert and Olive (Lewis) Day moved a
house from Sawyer Hill (near Grange Hall
corner) to the rebuilt cellar hole about
1948 and lived here awhile. They remember
the name "Alvira Sadler” being tied to
the old cellar. (See site 26, the Niles
place for more about Olive.) Donald
Perkins (son of Roland and Eva Perkins of
Alexander) used this as a seasonal home
for a number of years. This now is the
home of Bill and Betty Krider, he works
at the vocational school in Calais.

(21) This little green hunting camp was
built about 30 years ago by Thomas
Fontaine. He named it "Uncle Tom's Cabin"
andiitestill is his.

(22) The W. A. Rich Place: The old Plan
of Cooper lists this 100 acre block of
land under the name B. L. Rich.

William A. Rich was born in N. S. in
1821, likely the son of John. The 1861
Map places William at this site and
census records indicate his family
included his wife Priscilla [born about
1825], and children; William A. [1843],
Lemuel [1844], Elizabeth [1846], Daniel
[1848], Charles [1852], Adoniram [1854],
Flora [1855], and Amos [1857].

The 1881 Atlas lists this as the W. A.
Rich Est. We know William died on May

16, 1875 and is buried in the Evergreen
Cemetery (see Issue 81, page 7). The Rich
name was gone from Cooper by 1896, except
for Mary Leland Rich who lived until 1935
her son and Edward [1882 - 1916] (see
Issue 80, page 16, and Issue 81, page 7.
Ed was a friend of Lindsay Clarke's.).
Today this home site is in a set of
blueberry fields behind the Dodge place.
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