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PETER FLOOD: EARLY SETTLER

THREE GENERATIONS OF HIS DESCENDANTS

Peter Flood's son WESLEY J. and and his wife MARY JONES BURNS FLOOD

These photographs are enlargements from those found in a locket in
possession of Evelyn (Flood) Pottle. Sandra Hatton did the photo work,
and Thursa Sawyer loaned them for our enjoyment. Thank you all.

EEEXEEEXAAARAR R AR A KRR R AR Rk khkdkkkdkhhkkkdhhdkkihkikkkkkkkkkikkkikkkikkkkkkkkk
EEXEXKKXEXKRKKAKKAKRKAKARRAKRKRA R KKK KK KKK KA KK IR KRR AR A Kk kkhkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhkdkhkhkhkhkkkikkkk

SEARCHING FOR FLOODS

David DeWald, author of the article on his great-great-great-grand-
father Peter Flood, is still searching for more information on the
Floods. Why not jot down your family's vital records and mail them to
David at 1 Mohawk Terrace Apt 106, Clifton Park NY 12065-7929 or pass
it on to David at the family reunion. By vital records, we mean dates

and places of birth, marriage, and death. Family photographs could
also be shared.




PETER FLOOD (1778 - 1845): EARLY SETTLER 3

THE FIRST THREE GENERATIONS

BY DAVID H. DEWALD

GENERATION NO. |

Peter Flood’s origins are a mystery.
His birthplace and date are taken from the Alexander Family Group Sheets in the Alexander Town
Records. His actual birth is not recorded in Concord, NH. (His son Wesley lists his father’s
birthplace as NH and his mother’s as VT in the 1880 Census.) His father may have been the grandson of
Philip Floyd of the Isle of Guernsey., England. The Welsh name Floyd is pronounced Flud. Philip
emigrated to New Jersey, and apparently not liking the Dutch influence there, relocated to
Newburyport, MA in 1640. Philip’s son Richard Floyd was an original proprietor of Contocock, NH
signing the incorporation papers there. (This is now Boscowen, NH.) Richard’s family included a son
Richard Floyd (and wife Abigail) who had a family there about 1780-1830. (Census indexes of NH from
1790-1830.) Being near the edge of civilization and with the Revolutionary War being fought, most
outlying families did not register all their births in the early Boscowen area. Peter’s marriage in
Newbury, also would indeed suggest some connection to the Newbury Floyd/Flood families.

The Newbury/Newburyport Floyds all changed their surname around 1800 to Flood. At this time the King’s
agents were searching for a Floyd family with a David Floyd, (no relation) who was Bonnie Prince
Charlie’s Master of Arms. He fought beside Prince Charlie at Culloden’s Moor in 1746. After the
disastrous defeat, he spirited Prince Charlie away to France. It appears that years later, the King’s
agents were still seeking revenge on that family. They may also have changed their spelling to match
the pronounciation of the Welsh (Flud). Evelyn (Flood) Pottle has some old correspondence showing the
signature of the earl Alexander Floods as Floyds.

Lucy Snow also remains a mystery. Many Snow families were in New England early on, but none so far has
been found that has a daughter Lucy who was born in Rutland, VT. A family bible for Peter Flood and Lucy
Snow has not been found, and if it exists it could shed some light on their murky beginnings.

1. Peter! Flood was born 12 Jun 1778, at Concord, Merrimack County, NH (Alexander VR). He filed
intentions to marry Lucy Snow, 21 May 1803 in the Town of Newbury, Essex County, MA (Newbury VR) with
the town clerk. He then married Lucy Snow 12 Jun 1803, at Newbury, Essex, MA (Newbury VR). She was bom
27 Nov 1787, at Rutland, Rutland, VT (Alexander VR). The exact date of arrival of Peter Flood’s family
isunknown. He may have been in Eastport before he came to Alexander, but the early records of Eastport
do not extend back to the early 1800's intact. Due to fires, loss, and the unsettled nature of
Eastport’s early freewheeling Canadian smuggling, these records do not exist. If he was there in the
early 1800's, he may have been warned out, if he opposed the smugglers who were running the town at
that time. At any rate the first record we have of him, is in the 1810 Census in Eastport, which may
have been an outlying district. Then in 1820 in Plantation #16 (pg. 272), 1830 in Cooper (pg. 269),
and finally in 1840 in Cooper. (Federal Census Indexes.)
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His farm was on the Cooper town border with Alexander. This farm was last in Nelson Flood’s
ownership. He recently sold this about 1994.Peter Flood died 25 August 1845 at his farm in Alexander.
Lucy (Snow) Flood died 19 July 1862 in Alexander. They are both buried on the farmstead in
Alexander.(Alexander VR and Gravestones in the cemetery at the former Peter Flood farm.)

NOTE: The Newbury, MA records show his marriage in error as January 12 1803. The minister, Elijah
Sawver later gave his returns of marriage for the period of September 10 1799 to November 10 1803, and
Peter Flood's marriage was recorded between one for Moses Currier and Azuble Hill of April 25 1803,
and that of Stephen Brown and Molly Pearson of July 23 1803. As the marriage banns are recorded in May
1803 and the other marriages recorded at the same time were in chronological order and that in the
Alexander, ME records this clearly is listed as June 12 1803, I believe that the town clerk of Newbury,
MA or the minister confused the date written as June and rerecorded from his records into the town
records as January.

DEED:(Mortgage) Deed #1"Know all men by these Presents that I, Peter Flood of Plantation No. 16 in
the County of Washington & Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Cordwainer, in consideration of three
hundred Dollars paid by John Brewer of Robbinston, in said County of Washington, Esquire, the receipt
of which I do hereby acknowledge, do hereby give, grant, sell and convey unto the said John Brewer,
all my rights, title and interest to the following lot of land in Plantation No. 16, it being Lot No.
113, bounded South by John Stretch's Land, containing one hundred fifty acres +, To have and To hold
the afore granted Premises to the said John Brewer, his heirs and assigns, to his and their use &
Behoof forever, and I do covenant with the said John Brewer, his heirs and assigns, that I have lawful
right to sell and convey the same to the said John Brewer and that I will warrant and defend the same
against the lawful claims and demands of all Persons claiming by, with from or under me. In witness
hereof I do hereunto set my hand and Seal, this twenty fifth day of August in the year of our Lord one
thousand eight hundred and nineteen. The conditions of this deed is such that if the said Peter Flood
shall Pay or cause to be paid the sum of Three hundred Dollars to the said John Brewer within three
months, it being a note of hand of this days date, for the same amount then this obligation to void,
otherwise to remain in full force and virtue.
Signed, Sealed, and Delivered in Presence of Paul Spooner, John G Taylor
} Peter Flood (a Seal)
Washington County, Plantation No. 15, August 25th 1819.
Personally appeared Peter Flood and acknowledged the above instrument to be his voluntary act
and Deed.
Before Paul Spooner Just. Peace -
This Deed Rec'd August 31st 1819 and is Recorded and Compared.
Attest Geo S Smith Registrar."

(Land Deeds of Washington County, ME Volume #11 Page 18 & 19.)

They had 10 children: (presumably all born at Alexander, but the first three may have been born in
Eastport.) (Alexander VR).

2. F Lucy Flood, born 25 Nov 1804.

+3 F 11. Betsey Flood, born 1 Nov 1807.
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4, M- = dii. Jeremiah C Flood, born 1 Feb 1810, drowned in Grand Lake Stream,
Washington County, ME, while driving logs. His brothers
searched for him, but not finding his body, they left a
coffin on a promontory in case his body should surface at a
later date. This is now known as Coffin Point. (Perry Town

Records.)
157 M iv. George E Flood, born 5 Mar 1813, died 15 Dec 1865.
6. F V. Elmira Flood, born 25 Feb 1816, died 6 Mar 1898.
A F VI. Julia Flood, born 13 Jan 1819.
+ 8. M il Daniel Floyd, born 29 Dec 1820, died 6 Mar 1868.
9. M viii. John Atteson Colby Flood, born 24 Feb 1824. No further record.
+ 10. Messiix. Wesley E Flood, born 26 Jan 1827, died 1 Mar 1901.
ol Mesia X Levi Flood. born 12 Apr 1829, died 3 Feb 1894.

GENERATION NO. 2

2 Lucy2 Flood (1 .Peterl) was born 25 November 1804, at Alexander, Washington County, ME. She married William
Goodridge. No further record. No children have been identified.

3 Betsey2 Flood (1 .Peterl) was born 1 November 1807, at Alexander, Washington, ME (Alexander VR). She was
martied to Stephen Babcock 22 February 1828, at Alexander, Washington County, ME, by Alvin Bedle, J.P.
of Alexander, ME. (Crawford VR.) He was born 16 August 1798, at Hopesville, New Brunswick, Canada
(Alexander VR). They and their children were living in Alexander for the 1830, 1840 and 1850 Federal
Census. They had 12 children at Alexander. (Alexander VR).

12 Misdnl. George Atteson Babcock, born 7 Sep 1828.
134 Fio, el Martha Jane Babcock, born 7 Aug 1830.

14. M i Stephen Chapman Babcock, born 14 Aug 1832.
1533 M v Charles Paran Babcock, born 3 Jan 1834.

16. F V. Julia Ann Babcock, born 17 Jun 1836.

1. F Vi. Almira Lucy Babcock, born 14 Dec 1838.

18. M vii. Augustine Haverty Babcock, born 17 Jul 1840.
19. M viii. William Henry Babcock, born 9 Jun 1842.

20. M .. ix: Louis Gilbert Babcock, born 20 Jul 1844.

2 .Y ST & Larry Lafayette Babcock, born 9 Jan 1846.
22, F:: X1 Betsey Adalaide Babcock, born 23 Apr 1848.
23. E.o i Emma Josephine Babcock, born 6 Jun 1852.

5. GeorgezE Flood (1.Peter 1) was born 05 March 1813, at Alexander, Washington County, ME (Alexander VR). He
married Ameda B Lane. She was born 1823.They had 3 children at Cooper.

24. E L Ellen Flood, died at age 5 years.

25. Mg i Edward Flood, born 14 Feb 1842, at Cooper, Washington County, ME,
died 14 Oct 1881, at Cooper, Washington County, ME.

26. M i John P Flood, born 15 May 1854, at Cooper, Washington County, ME,

died 8 May 1878, at Cooper, Washington County, ME.
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