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HISTORY OF SCHOOL DISTRICTS

Before Maine became a state, the incorporated towns followed
Massachusetts law. Each town would elect a five member school
committee and set up school districts within the town. The town then
raised an amount of money required by law. In 1820, 40 cents per
inhabitant was the minimum amount. The sum raised usually would be
divided among the districts in proportion to the number of pupils in
each district.

When Maine became a state, the law further stated that if a district
had less than $35.00 as its share of school funds, all of it might be
expended on a school taught by a mistress; but if more than $35.00 was
received, 2/3 must be expended for a school taught by a master.

Princeton was incorporated in 1832. Based on the 1830 census, its
school budget was $26.80 (67 people times $0.40). The school budget in
1840 was $62.80, and in 1850 was $112.00. Princeton eventually had
four school districts. The first was at South Princeton, the second
was established at Lewey's Island in about 1843, the third was at West
Princeton prior to 1850, and the fourth was the lower district near
the Baileyville town line which was there in 1863. The records upon
which this paper is based start in 1849 and end in 1888 during which
time Princeton had three, and then four districts.

In 1853 the law changed the amount of money raised per inhabitant to
50 cents, and to 60 cents in 1854. In 1866 the amount was again raised
to 75 cents, and then $1.00 per inhabitant in 1868. The legislature
dropped the amount back to 80 cents per inhabitant in 1872.

An 1873 law stated that any town sustaining a high school should
receive from the state 1/2 of the amount actually expended for wages
and board of the teacher (not exceeding $5.00). Belmore states on page
125 of EARLY PRINCETON, MAINE that on the motion of David Dresser, it
was ""Voted to raise the sum of $300.00 for the support and
maintainence of a Free High Schocol in this Town ... to be located in
District 2." Lewey's Island Masonic Lodge joined the town in
construction of the building. The Lodge furnished $700.00 toward the
construction and owned the upper two floors. Reuben J. Crafts of
Princeton was the contractor.

The school district system was abolished by law in 1893. This did not
abolish the districts but gave the power of education to the town
school committee and superintendent of schools.

What were the roles of the elected district officials? This district
chose a Moderator to govern each meeting. A District Clerk was elected
for an annual term to keep records of the meetings. The School Agent
was 1in charge of the day to day operation of the school. It appears
that in a couple of cases he might have received compensation for his
labors. We should note that only men were allowed to vote during the
nineteenth century, however women could be elected to and hold public
office.

What powers did the school districts have between 1820 and 18937 Like
most of the incorporated towns of Maine, the school districts had the
power to do anything they wanted that was not prohibited by state or
federal law. Read on! :
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INTRODUCTION

The creation of this pPaper became possible in 1996 when Rachel Brown
Hamilton made available to us the original RECORD OF THE FIRST SCHOOL
DISTRICT IN THE TOWN OF PRINCETON. The book is a hand written account
of the district business kept by the various clerks. It was

transcribed into 54 pages of typed manuscript that may be read at our
A/CHS archives.

Spelling in this paper has been standardized for easier reading. Two
common spellings were found in the original. X was spelled SC such as
Alescander for Alexander and escpend for expend. Words with double SS

were spelled with the FS such as afsemble for assemble and Mofses for
Mosses or Moses.

The record does not contain the names of any scholars and only a few
teachers. We have tried to reconstruct both lists. Scholars will be
listed after their parents names with a date of birth in parenthesis
based on the census record.
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WARRANT FOR THE SCHOOL MEETING (complete necond)

This 44 to notify the Ainhabitants of the finst school distrnict in the
Town o4 Princeton qualified to vote in district afdairns, to meet at
the school house in said distrnict on the eleventh day of June at five
04 the clockh in the afternnocon to act upon the following arnticles, viz,
Ant. 14t To choose a modernaton o govenn Asaid meeting,

Ant. 2nd To see whethen the distrnict will have a school this Asummer,
Ant. 3d To naise money 4fon building the schoocl house,

Arnt. 4th To naiste money fon fencing the Lo,

Ant. 5th To see what the distnict will do about building out
buildings and Leveling arcund the Achool housbe,

Ant. 6th To sece A4 the distrnict will admit James Taylorn and Stephen
Billings into the district,

Ant. 7th To sece Af distrnict will sell the old school house and put
the effects into the new house,

Ant. 7th To act upon any othen business that may be brought Legally
beforne said meeting.

Princeton June 4th 1849 Wm. Callaghan, School Agent

PROCEEDINGS OF A MEETING JUNE 11TH 1849 (complete necond)
Isaac Edgenly chosen Modernator.

M. Sprague chosen Clenk pro tem.

Voted To have a woman school 4on this present summer.

Voted To naise the sum o4 one hundred and thirnty dollans to pay 4orn
building Achool house and fencing the Lot.

Voted That Stephen Billings and James Taylon be admitted Ainto the
distrnict on considernations that the distrnict have the prnivilege
o4 taxing theirn propernty.

Voted That Pernes Bonney be paying forn extra expense on the school
houte, A4 any.

Voted That the meeting be adjourned without day.

Spencen M. Sprague, CLenk prno tem
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