Planchards
-~ Corners
v—éﬁtr AJZQTDMJl//ehﬂﬁq7‘i;ﬁaﬁ§)

Grace Ober's article
in the Jan-Feb newsletter about
the Fisher Homestead in Charlotte,

prompted me to write about my own
Charlotte family,

Blanchard's Corners was the home
of my Great Grandparents, David
and i Bennett Blanchard.
They were the last o e
pioneers to move to Charlotte,
arriving there about 1829 from
Lynn, Mass. with four children,
Six more children, including

my Grandfather, were born in
Charlotte, S

They probably didn't know it,
but David and Saviah were dis-
tant cousins, David was born

in 1795 in Hopkinton,NH: Saviah
in 1797 in Peru, Vermont. Both
were seventh generation de-
cendants of "Thomas Blanchard
the Huguenot,™ who came to
Boston from Epgland in 1639.He
is thought to be of Norman birth
of descent, The name "Blanchard"
was said to be originally a

nlckname meaning, roughly,
"tough blond" - a Viking!
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5th Annual T
HOME COMING

UESDAY, AUG,13
6 P.M

2 te" M.,
Dudleys' Cabin on
Pocomoonshine Lake

Bring your picnic
basket, swimsuit,
genealogles, queriles,
musical instruments
and a friendly face.
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A-CHS 5th BIRTHDAY
& Annual Meeting

Tuesday,Sept,17 i

10:30 a.m,

Pocomoonshiné Lake

What a Wonderful World this is
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Celebnaling 41h of }ulyai the
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slood by Lhe Alerandern Grange.
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Send in YOUR name - or suggest-
jon to Marie Dudley,nominating
chairperson,RR #1,Box 1597
Alexander, Maine OL6QL4,

apprecrition

TO OUR A-CHS SUPPORTING MEMBERS
WHOSE DONATIONS MAKE THE PRINTINGS
OF THIS NEWSLE%?ER POSSIBLE:

Alta Beal, Mona Harmon Bowman,
Norma Braiser, Mona Brothers,

Rae Clinesmith, Omar & Stella

Cousins, Frank Dowling, Phll &
-Norma Manship, Neorman Sennett,
Nancy Spooner, Leonard Sprague,
Harvey & Frances Tanner, Grace
Mahar Taylor and Harold. Vining.

Q Warm Welcome
+0 our New embers

Vvivian Block, Vero Beach,Florida
Norma Braiser, Milford, New Hampshire
Beverly Dianich, Corbett, Oregon
Clarice McKeown Dill, Mt. Vernon,Me.
Norman Sennett, Saginaw, Texas

Claude & Pat Spooner,S.Princeton,Me.
Leonard Sprague, Machlas, Me.

Harold Vining, Cooper, Me.
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' (Con’ t, from Page One)

was a seaman 1n the

War of 1812, and

% . 1t's a family trad-
-ccc 1tion that he was a

powder boy on the

USS Constitution,

He left sea-faring

behind him when he

_, came to Blanchard's
= Corners where,besides

: farming, he manufact-
ured spools, shoes

— . and barrel hoops us-
. ing an empty house

. e ST e TS24 nearby as a factory.
I i » S : v 7 He also served as
Lo - selectman several
. oy BlanAacS-
Original  Design by . times and as town
treasurer,

"He died in 1868 and is buried at Round Pond Cemetary. Later Saviah went
to live with her daughter and son-in-law, Saviah Jr. and Henry Jackman,
in Stillwater, Minnesota where she died in 1890.

My Grandfather was the fourth of his family to move to Minnesota where
‘| both my Father and I were born, but he died before I was old enough to-
‘know him, Any relics or photos that he may have brought with him were
lost in a cyclone that swept away his home in 1900. I'm dependent on
Iewis Fisher's "Storv of a Down Eagt Plantation' for his child's eye _
glimpse of the "Corners. Fisher was a little boy when my family lived
there, but as he lived next door and had two Blanchard grandchildren as

‘playmates, he remembered them.

He had a schoolboy crush on Saviah: "I remember David dimly but his wife
much better, She should have been called 'Madame Blanchard' and would
‘have had some such title in a more urban population. She was a lady of
lgrace, dignity and character who would have adorned any city home. As
much as was possible in a pldheer dwelling she surrounded herself with
refined and beautiful things. She had the best flower garden in Charlotte,

"Yotham Sprague was our giant in sinew and mighty in flesh and bone. He
drank fourteen cups of tea and ate the solids that went with them at

David Blanchard's one night for supper.” (Fisher didn't say who was
counting!) . :

Of the Blanchard children Fisher remembered only David Jr.,a great
hunter and fisher; Charles, a druggist in Pembroke-'1 remeébe% going
there for some Cochineal for dying purposes and noticed that he had

the jar labeled A Few Bugs': Isaac (father of Fisher's playmates)

"was the family artist and poet and early went to Boston;" C'OG"IQPQ«'.A-
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"Hiram moved to Eastport
and 1nvented a way to

turn Passamaquoddy herr-
ing into French sardines"

JAbout my @randfather,
Fisher wrote: "A most
notable character there
was Fred, the unmarried
son of David Sr., who was
the Beau Brummel of our
town. He used to take
much pleasure in assuming
what we supposed to be
city airs, and often made
the country boys gape wide ,
with awe and envy, He is —
now a grave and reverend.,"

#

Poor Grandpa. What young
Lewis didn't remember was (he boy is Chnis Blonchand (2978) gresl, great’
that Fred had recently re- gacndson of David and Savich BE ard, and
turned from the Civil War descendant of Thomas Bloncherd, Huguenof.

after two years in Libby ¢

Prison following his capture in the “Battle of Fair Oaks. Libby was so
crowded that the men had to sleep on the floor in rows, spoon fashion,
Small wonder he craved nice things. He went straight to Boston for new

clothes and "lived it up." . .

Two of his brothers fared even worse. Rufug served in a Minnesota reg-
iment and lost a leg at Gettysburg. Walter died in Saulsbury Prison.
"Death caused or hastened by inhuman treatment by authorities of the
Confederate States, so called,.." (from our family record)

Fred wrote for the Eastport paper énd taught a class in dancing in
East Machias where he met my Grandmother, Besggle Hill of Gardner Lake.
They were married in 1870, and moved with her parents, Hiram and

Abigail (Maker) Hill to Hamm Lake, Minnesota.,

Hamm Lake was a little outpost of "Down East" with Boxwellg, Fraziers,
Tuttles|, Pottleg and others all from Maine, One of Fred's first acts
was to found the little "Fair Oaks Community Church" named after that
Battle. In the 1930's it .was changed to "Fair Oakes.Community Hall,"
and became the place for reunions of the.old families, now scattered

but numbering well over a hundred. Some of my fondest memories are
of these gatherings of my "cousins" -- such stories, such "Down East"

talk, such music, such food!

David Blanchard,Jr. lived in the o0ld home untll he moved to Aroostook,
Me, Then 1t was sold to Edwin Fisher, "and for many years Blanchard's
Corners have been 'Fisher's corners.'" I believe it remained in the
Fisher family until fairly recent times.. _ _ . '« »

by: Donna Baughman, Route 1, Box 871, Addison, Me. 04606
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